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CUNY Board of Trustees requests tuition hike extension
BY EDWIN MOREL
NEWS EDITOR

Last week,
Turkey shot
down a Russian bomber,
highlighting
the dangers of
Russian and
NATO aircrafts
operating over
the same territories. However, the incentive
for World War III seems to be
shrinking.

BUSINESS 8
Barclays ﬁned for improper
security procedures (p. 9)
The Financial Conduct
Authority announced last
week that it
would fine
Barclays $109
million. The
fine comes as
a result of Barclays’ failure to use proper safety
procedures during transactions
with high-profile clients.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Adele’s latest album breaks
records and hearts (p. 11)
Adele’s latest
offering is a
richly textured
look into
her life and
loves—past
and present.
Despite songs
of heartbreak,
there is an undertone of strength and resilence
as Adele prepares to sweep the
world once again.

SCIENCE & TECH 14
Youth violence worse in
poor countries (p. 14)
According to
a recent study
conducted by
researchers
from McGill
University,
children from
poorer countries are more
likely to engage
in bullying. Interestingly enough,
socioeconomic status does not
seem to make a difference.

SPORTS 17
Men’s basketball topple
FDU-Florham (p. 17)
After an unsuccessful trip to
Virginia at the
Marlin Tip-Off
Tournament,
the Bearcats
travelled to
New Jersey to
face FDU-Florham in hopes
of bouncing back from consecutive losses. Raymond De La Cruz
scored 15 points to lead Baruch’s
bench.
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Students who attend Baruch will be aﬀected if CUNY’s budget proposal is approved by Gov. Cuomo and state legislators, continuing a “rational tuition policy” at all CUNY senior colleges that would increase tuition by $300 annually.

The CUNY Board of Trustees
approved a $3.4 billion budget
proposal for its 24 community
colleges, senior colleges, graduate and professional schools at the
trustee board meeting on Monday,
Nov. 23.
CUNY Chancellor James B.
Milliken spoke at the meeting,
announcing the plan to continue
a “rational tuition policy” for senior colleges and a freeze on
community college tuition as part
of the CUNY budget for fiscal year
2016-17. The budget still needs
approval from Albany.
The initial Rational Tuition
Plan, passed in 2011 raised tuition
by $300 each academic year for five
years at CUNY and SUNY schools.
With the expiration looming at
the end of the 2015-16 academic
year, the budget proposes a
continuation of the $300 annual tuition increase at CUNY
senior colleges.
CUNY community college tuition will remain at its current
rate of $4,800 for full time in-state
students per academic year, because it is “relatively high” in
comparison to other community
colleges.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Founder of Dollars & Sense, Harman Program announces retirement
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER
Over the course of the past four decades, few individuals can say they
have have contributed more to the success of Baruch College’s exceptional journalism program than Professor Roslyn Bernstein.
Having written for the acclaimed Esquire magazine by the time she
was hired as an adjunct in January 1974, Bernstein was a natural candidate to expand Baruch’s small journalism program, which only offered a
few basic journalism courses.
“Journalism at the time was housed in the department of English ...
and at the time only had one full-time person [teaching],” said Bernstein,
who received her master’s and Ph.D. from New York University in 1973.
“By the Fall of 1974, I was [working] full-time at Baruch as an assistant
professor teaching journalism in the department of English.
With the help of her colleagues, Bernstein quickly rose to the challenge of instituting more varied journalism courses, such as the internship course and a new business journalism program. She has played a
huge role in developing some of Baruch’s award-winning news publications. In 1979, she launched Dollars and Sense, a magazine reported and
edited by students with the support of faculty advisers.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Finding the best
tech gifts this season

GLENDA F. HYDLER | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Bernstein sits in her oﬃce at Baruch, where she has taught for over four decades.

From around Baruch: the season of holidays and finals

BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR
As December arrives, many
begin to think about gift ideas
for their close ones, regardless
of what holiday they celebrate.
If you have friends and family
who are interested in science
and technology, there is a plethora of gift ideas.
The following list presents
just a few options that are available online. Among camerashaped USB drives, games,
smartphone cases and other
technology-related accessories,
one will be able to find gift ideas
even for the people that are not
exactly tech-savvy.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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A student calmly sits in the VC drapped in lights while studying. As the semester winds down and students prepare for ﬁnal
exams, projects, papers and presentations, the holiday season takes over and reminds them that winter break is forthcoming.
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Board of Trustees votes to extend tuition hikes

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
JONATHAN SPERLING
Emails released by the Department of State indicate Hillary Clinton met with Baruch
College president Mitchel B.
Wallerstein in 2011 to discuss the
establishment of a Clinton
foreign policy school in the
college. Wallerstein hopes “to
establish, in parallel, the ‘Hillary Rodham Clinton Library’
to house her correspondence
as First Lady, Senator and
Secretary of State,” he wrote.
There were no responses to
Wallerstein in the email chain
released last Monday, Nov. 30.
_________________________
New York State’s teacher
system has been put on hold
since 90 percent of school
districts were granted waivers
to delay its implementation,
a policy that Gov. Andrew
Cuomo had implemented last
spring. The evaluations were
added in the state budget submitted last March, aimed to
rely more heavily on standardized tests for the teacher performance review. The State
Board of Regents developed
the waiver, and almost all the
schools in the state were granted the waivers. Gov. Cuomo
released a video announcing
that he will revisit the Common Core learning standards.
_________________________
According to recent Princeton Review rankings, Baruch
offers two of the top 10 programs
in the country for students
pursuing a degree in entrepreneurship. The undergraduate
program is ranked no. 6 and
the graduate program ranks no.
9. This marks eight consecutive
years that Baruch has ranked in
the top 10 for the program in one
or both programs, and the highest they have ever ranked. The
Lawrence N. Field Center for
Entrepreneurship is an outreach program at Baruch for
the program, housing the Baruch College Small Business
Development Center and the
CUNY Institute for Virtual Enterprise.
_________________________
The Professional Staff Congress teamed up with the
CUNY University Student Senate and the New York Public
Interest Research Group to
deliver 40,000 postcards to Gov.
Andrew Cuomo’s office. They
demanded that Cuomo sign
the Maintenance of Effort bill,
which would require the state
cover inflationary and mandated costs at both university systems. Nov. 20 marked
their third event of the month,
after hundreds protested in
front of the Manhattan building where CUNY administrators work. PSC-CUNY represents more than 25,000
faculty
and
staff
across
the City University of New
York’s campuses.
________________________
Enough evidence has been
gathered to proceed with the
criminal case against five Baruch College fraternity members
who were responsible for the
hazing death of Chun Michael
Deng. Magisterial District Judge
Richard Claypool based his
ruling on testimony from Pocono Mountain Police Detective Robert Miller and one of the
defendants, Daniel Li. Li said
to the judge that the fraternity,
Pi Delta Psi, were aware and
secretly encouraged hazing.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“It could be insufficient to
support one-year freeze on tuition, which would probably require the university to reconsider
the proposal and raise tuition,” said
Joseph K. Awadjie, chairperson
of the University Student Senate.
“However, we certainly would like
to see the state increase community college base aid funding by
$250 per full-time equivalent. That
would help restore the funding
levels to the pre-recession levels,”
he added.
A public hearing was held by
the Board of Trustees on Nov. 16 to
allow CUNY students, faculty and
alumni to voice their opinions on
the possible tuition hike. Student
government representatives from
CUNY schools and members of the
USS spoke against the tuition hike,
pointing out that students would
struggle to keep up with the increase and question the price-tag
for an education.
In May 2015, the USS passed
its resolution in unanimous support of a tuition freeze, challenging the New York state legislature
to fund the increasing mandatory
costs as part of the “maintenance
of effort” provision, which requires
state funding for all CUNY colleges
to be greater than their previous
fiscal year’s allocation.
At the Oct. 13 USG senate
meeting, Lucas Almonte, legislative director of USS, pointed out
that the state is not required to
provide extra funds to cover fixed
costs, health insurance, salary increases for faculty, professors and
staff, leading to a $51 million budget gap.
Baruch’s Undergraduate Student Government threw its support behind USS’ resolution, also
passing it. “We’re moving further
away from our mission. What is

CUNY going to look in 10 years
like if we raise our tuition? Are
we still going to be the institution
that we were established to be?”
said Baruch USG President Annie Sourbis. At the public hearing,
Sourbis spoke about the initial mission of CUNY—providing a quality higher education for minorities
and low-income students—and
how the tuition hikes go against
it. “I know students who have
already said that with the way
tuition is set up right now, [they
are] going to have to drop out,”
said Sourbis.
CUNY will seek additional
state funding for maximum support for students under the state’s
Tuition Assistance Program and the
annual tuition rate for resident
undergraduates. Over 66 percent
of CUNY’s full-time students
attend tuition-free because of federal Pell Grants, TAP and other financial aid and benefits.
The maximum TAP award is
$1,165 less than the tuition costs at
senior colleges. The full coverage of
the program has increased a total
$165 in the last 14 years.
“A tuition freeze is needed to
make sure students that do not
receive financial aid, like our undocumented students and parttime students, that cannot meet the
one-year, full-time study requirement, are protected from unaffordable tuition rates,” said Awadjie.
Funds from tuition revenue
generated by this year’s tuition rate
increase have been on reserve as a
resource to be used to cover costs
related to a new Professional Staff
Congress contract, according to
a report prepared by Katharine
Cobb, vice president for administration and finance, for the Baruch
general faculty meeting on Oct. 29.
Funds to support a contract
rely on three factors: state and city
appropriations, re-allocations in
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Baruch is one of 11 senior colleges that would adhere to the tuition policy.
existing budgets and tuition. State
and city contributions are beyond
the powers of CUNY to control.
“The reality is that nationally, a
general disinvestment in public education has taken place
for decades,” said Milliken at
the meeting. Personnel accounts for approximately 80
percent of the budget.
“[CUNY] has too few full-time
faculty and too few academic advisors and other support staff. As
we continue to enjoy record enrollments and face more demands
cutting important positions is not
a constructive alternative so that
leaves tuition,” said Milliken.
Tuition revenue is currently the
only source of available increased
funding. The trustees believe that
investing that money in faculty is
the right choice. “We can make no
better investment in our students
and in attracting and retaining the
best faculty. As a practical matter, it
is more cost effective and valuable
to retain experienced faculty than
to have to replace them.” Milliken

added, “Investing in talent has the
greatest impact on our student’s
education and success.”
Since fiscal year 2012, when
the rational tuition policy was first
implemented, CUNY has invested
$263 million in academic and student support, $75 million in financial aid and $73 million in the hiring of almost 1,000 new, full-time
faculty. Since 2010, enrollment in
CUNY increased by 5 percent to a
total of 273,862 students.
The proposed budget includes
a $50.4 million increase for mandatory costs and $116.6 million for
programmatic investments over
its current $3.2 billion spending
plan. $124.1 million has been requested to fund the baseline needs
and strategic investments of senior
colleges and $42.9 million for the
community colleges.
The fiscal year 2016-17 budget
request needs to be approved by
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the state
legislature—in conjunction with
the state budget—by the end of the
current fiscal year.

World AIDS Day examines challenges and developments
BY KINDRA COOPER
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS
A recent panel hosted on
World AIDS Day, Tuesday, Dec. 1,
by the Baruch College Graduate
Pride Society provided a textured
retrospective on developments
in policy-making affecting those
living with the autoimmune virus.
From positive changes such
as the mainstreaming of the preventative PrEP pill to prevailing
laws prohibiting gay and bisexual
men from donating blood, the
panelists spoke of an often divisive and even self-contradicting
political landscape.
Michael Czaczkes, director of
policy and public affairs at the Gay
Men’s Health Crisis, has been lobbying at the federal level against
the ban on blood donations and
working with stakeholders to shape
the future of the Ryan White HIV/
AIDS program, which subsidizes
the specialty drugs required to
treat the disease. The program is
re-authorized in Congress on a
yearly basis and currently benefits
around half a million Americans
afflicted with HIV/AIDS.
“What we’re doing here in New
York is looking at all the plans that
we offer for our market, and people
who want to buy health insurance
to see what types of services exactly
are they giving for those living with
HIV/AIDS in different parts of the
state,” explained Czaczkes. “Is it
easy for you to get access to providers? Are there reputable providers
within driving distance if you live
in upstate New York?”
Protecting the unsuspecting
from legalese contained in “really
wordy insurance policies” is another important facet, he added.
The draconian immigration
policies that once barred Chinese
nationals from entering the United
States set a precedent for discrimi-
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On World AIDS Day, Baruch held a panel to discuss policy-making decisions
aﬀecting those living with HIV/AIDS in the United States.
natory laws such as that enacted in
2008 by President George W. Bush’s
administration to deny entry to
HIV-positive immigrants and nonimmigrants (tourists or foreign
students, for example).
“The reason that the ban was
put in place was a direct result of
the Haitians that were coming to
the U.S. back in the early 1980s and
the ’90s,” said Pamela Denzer, a
lawyer who supervises the Immigration Equality’s Pro Bono Asylum
Program, the nation’s largest legal
services provider for immigrants
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and/or living with HIV.
“There was a lot of conflict going on in Haiti, a lot of people were
fleeing what we would call ‘persecution.’ Our government thought
otherwise and there were a high
percentage of HIV-positive Haitians, so they put that ban in place,”
Denzer continued.
She also represents immigrant
families who are filing for adjustment of status navigate U.S. im-

migration laws that discriminate
against LGBTQIA and HIV-affected
immigrants and their families.
In 1993, HIV was listed as a
“communicable disease” alongside
highly contagious afflictions such
as tuberculosis and gonorrhea.
Those who otherwise qualified for
a green card—save for being carriers of the disease—had to seek an
HIV Waiver, a status which would
then be stamped on their visa.
Although federal laws protect
job discrimination, the afflicted individual could be endangered from
their HIV status being known to
immigration officials in their country of origin. In hardline countries,
those facing persecution for homosexuality or HIV diagnoses may not
even step foot outside their homes
to avoid risking their lives.
“For our clients, this is literally
a life-or-death situation ... because
about 85 percent of them are fleeing the country because it is outright illegal–as in the death penalty—if you’re gay. In Iraq, if you’re

gay you get the death penalty,”
said Denzer.
Although the HIV-testing requirement has been outlawed for
those who qualify for green cards,
she said that current laws represent
“two steps forward and one step
back.” Prospective U.S. citizens or
permanent residents who are HIV
positive and living abroad must
undergo a sputum test for tuberculosis as mandated by the Center
for Disease Control and Prevention, which delays the processing of green card applications by
up to 90 days.
For victims of persecution, the
wait can be life-threatening. “It’s
really difficult to tell a client ‘Ok,
your husband has to go back to
Jamaica and finish processing of
the green card application’ knowing that it’s not a 2- to 3-week
stay, which would typically be the
case for someone that isn’t HIVpositive, but it’s going to be more
like 60 days.”
A New York City “condoms as
evidence” policy once permitted
police officers to arrest an individual carrying condoms on their
person based on suspicion of prostitution or sex trafficking. “There
were a number of transgender men
and women who were not carrying condoms, because they would
get stopped by the police and the
police would assume that they
were promoting sex trafficking or
conducting sex work just because
they had condoms in their pocketbook or in their bag,” Czaczkes
explained. The irony is stark in
that the disproportionately affected transgender community were
those who most relied on condoms
as protection against the immunodeficiency virus.
On the flip side, the introduction of the PrEP pill shields
those who are HIV-negative from
contracting the virus.
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Workshop helps students
bust stress before finals
BY THEODORE SUNG
STAFF WRITER
Women Empowered For Success, an organization dedicated
to uplifting, motivating and empowering young women in society, hosted a happiness workshop
on Dec. 3.
The seats were arranged in
small circular groups in order to
encourage interaction and networking among participants. Before the event kicked off, participants were asked to think about
various subjects related to happiness, asking each person to share
their own personal definition of
what makes them happy.
The current director of the
SEEK academic advisement program, Dr. Angela Anselmo, led the
workshop and created a friendly
and interactive environment. The
beginning portion of the workshop
focused on defining happiness
according to individuals and
what activities inspire pleasure.
Popular choices were food, music
and reading.
“Many of us know what makes
us happy, but we don’t do it,” said
Anselmo, who encouraged every
participant to create time in their
busy schedules to actively pursue activities that make them feel
happiness. Shortly after, Anselmo
spoke about positive psychology.
She said that positive psychology
focuses on three pillars.
The first pillar, “pleasant life,”
focuses on material or temporary
happiness. The second pillar, “engaged life,” focuses on the enjoyment of an activity that would lead
the individual to lose track of time.
The third pillar, “meaningful life,”
focuses on the reasoning for performing the activity of enjoyment.

Within the world of positive
psychology, Anselmo elaborated
on two theories that define true
happiness. The first theory, by Dr.
Martin Seligman, author of Authentic, focuses on the positive
feelings and activities that lead
to happiness. Seligman split happiness into three categories: past
happiness, future happiness and
present happiness.
Another theory Anselmo presented was by Dr. Tal Ben-Shahar,
author of self-help book Happier:
Learn the Secrets to Daily Joy and
Lasting Fulfillment. The theory addressed happiness in four separate categories. The first category,
called the “Rat Racer,” is about
individuals who think about their
future happiness, and consistently
make new goals after achieving
their previous goal. The second
category, called “The Hedonist,”
is about individuals who mainly
focus on their present happiness.
The third category, “The Nihilist,”
characterize those who are stuck
in the past, individuals who have
given up on happiness, and focus
on their past mistakes or even past
happiness. The final category is
called “Happiness,” also known
as a moderate hedonist. The individual finds true happiness in both
the present and the future.
Anselmo closed the workshop by summarizing what she
had taught to the audience and
by giving strategies on how to
be happier.
Faculty and members of
SEEK, as well as members of the
Women Empowered for Success,
surprised Anselmo with a video
presentation afterward to thank
her for her impact and dedication
after more than 40 years of working at Baruch College.

Founder of Dollars & Sense to retire
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“[Dollars and Sense] was first
created on my dining room table
and was inspired by my Esquire
experience,” explained Bernstein,
who has also served as an unofficial adviser and mediator for
The Ticker and its staff for over fifteen. “I loved the idea of us doing
a creative magazine—business,
but creative ... so we launched as
an innovative business magazine
with a sort of Esquire creativity,”
she added.
During her 16 years as chair of
the journalism program, Bernstein
realized a parallel between the
rapid development of the journalism program at Baruch and the expeditious growth of the industry as
a whole.
“Business journalism blossomed, internships developed,
course offerings expanded and
those early issues of Dollars and
Sense were typed on a typewriter
and cut and pasted with glue.”
said Bernstein. “We, as a program,
evolved the way the profession was
evolving, becoming increasingly
technical and digitized ... all of the
changes that were happening in
journalism were happening in a
microcosm at Baruch.” Since 2009,
Dollars and Sense has operated in
an online format through Baruch
Blogs, adjusting to the growing use
of multimedia technology and allowing for students to publish their
work more frequently.
Bernstein cites the creation of
the Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence Program as one of her greatest achievements. Bernstein served
as the director of the program for 16
years. “When Matthew Goldstein,
the former chancellor [of CUNY]
was President of Baruch, he asked
me to work as a faculty fellow in
the College Advancement Office,
the fundraising arm,” explained

Bernstein, who was fortuitously
asked to attend a talk by an alumni,
Sidney Harman, at the Century
Club. Bernstein assumed if Harman was interested in making a
gift to Baruch, it would be to the
business school. “Lo and behold
when they sent me up, there was
Sidney Harman standing at the
podium and talking about the fact
that we should have more poets
as managers, quoting poetry and
quoting all the famous writers
he loved by heart.”
The event inspired Bernstein to
propose another program to serve
as an outlet to nurture students aspiring to write: the Harman WriterIn-Residence Program.
Launched in the fall of 1998,
the program has invited nearly 30
highly regarded writers to teach
a semester at Baruch. The list includes poet Yehuda Amichai, novelist Paul Auster, playwright Edward Albee, and many more who
were brought on campus to enrich
Baruch with courses, workshops,
community events and creative
writing competitions. For many,
Baruch’s esteemed reputation only
applies to Zicklin, but the Harman Program rivals master’s programs for its influence on the arts
at Baruch.
The future growth of journalism
is not at all lost on Bernstein, whose
advice encapsulates her undying
passion for the industry. Bernstein

herself continues to write for several online publications, including Guernica, The Huffington Post,
Artcritical and Tablet Magazine. In
the past, she has written numerous
articles for publications such as
The New York Times, Newsday, The
Village Voice and New York Magazine, among others.
In addition to teaching a features writing class at Baruch, the
Long Beach-native is the author of
two books, Boardwalk Stories and
Illegal Living: 80 Wooster Street
and the Evolution of SoHo (cowritten with her husband), and is
in the process of writing a novel
pertaining to the Adolf Eichmann
trials. In her spare time, Bernstein
also enjoys gardening and traveling and hopes to be involved in literacy projects and nonprofit work
in the future.
Like the writers of the pre-Internet era, Bernstein believes that
young journalists should know
how to report. “What is different
now is for young journalists to
default to the Internet, to believe
as truth everything on Wikipedia.
Too much is accessible too easily,
which sometimes brings on a certain laziness. I think young journalists should be a little better at
doing their own research, at asking
the hard questions ... But over and
above that, they have to be independent thinkers, researchers and
very skilled writers.”

“I think young journalists should be a little better at
doing their own research, at asking the hard questions ... but
over and above all, they have to be independent thinkers,
researchers and very skilled writers.”
-Roslyn Bernstein, professor of journalism
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CUNY partnership illustrates
commitment to diverse hiring
Over the years, CUNY has claimed its commitment to diversity, recognizing the many benefits of having a diverse community. This year,
CUNY partnered with the City of New York to boost diversity hiring in
the public school system.
According to fall 2013 university-wide statistics, 38.6 percent of
CUNY instructional staff were from federally protected groups—African
Americans, Puerto Ricans, Latinos, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders
and Native Americans—compared to more than 60 percent being white
or Italian-American.
When it comes to the classified staff, statistics were flipped. Members of federally protected groups comprised 69.6 percent of CUNY employees in this category, with over 30 percent of this population white or
Italian-American. When the two sets of statistics are combined, there is
almost an even split between the protected and non-protected groups,
with 48.6 percent of total staff comprised of federally protected groups
and a just over 50 percent being white or Italian-American.
Increasing diversity among CUNY’s staff has been largely credited to
the Diversity Action Plan, which is dedicated to bringing more diversity
to CUNY’s staff. The plan, published in 2012, claims that diversity can
improve respect for individuals and other cultures, strengthens the staff
by bringing in fresh ideas, provides for a more culturally diverse campus life and promotes tolerance among the students and staff.
With CUNY’s history of a diverse student body, the Diversity Action
Plan is a good strategy that provides all students with a new insight and,
possibly, a new point of view when it comes to encountering people
with different cultural experiences. This is particularly important in
New York City, which is known for its cultural diversity and its attractiveness to tourists from around the world.
The $16.5 million deal co-funded by New York City and CUNY
should have its benefits. As the Wall Street Journal reports, 43 percent
of male students in the public school system are black, Latino or Asian,
while only 8.3 percent of teachers belong to those racial groups. The
1,000 teachers that the city wants to hire will be primarily funded by
CUNY.
In the long run, this can be beneficial for both the public school system and CUNY schools.
Diversity will hopefully breed diversity, and in turn, will funnel minority students into CUNY schools and into the workforce. At the very
least, making the teaching workforce reflect the population will just reinforce the idea that everyone is welcomed and accepted in New York
City.

Finals week requires positive outlook
With finals right around the corner, The Ticker editorial board would
like to remind readers to remain steadfast through all the stress. In between studying, writing papers and preparing presentations, you need
to allocate time to your mental health and wellness. Of course, it is difficult to maintain a positive, optimistic outlook when you are surviving
on nothing but vending machine food and sheer willpower. Should the
pressure become unbearable, know that Baruch College offers a handful of resources to help you deal with it all.
In spite of the stigma surrounding mental health at Baruch, you
should not be afraid or at all embarrassed to reach out for help if you
feel you need it. You can speak to licensed professional for free and
confidentially at the Counseling Center, located on the ninth floor of
137 East 25th Street. You can also partake in a backrub or a yoga and
meditation session with your peers, courtesy of P.A.W.S. Likewise, the
Health and Wellness Services branch of Student Life often host stress
relief events during finals. Keep an eye out for activities such as painting and coloring in room 3-210. Let Baruch console you through these
trying times. You are equipped with the resources and the know-how to
pass your finals and classes with flying colors.
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Baseless concerns surround NATO
Ideas that escalations in Syria will lead to World War III are baseless and highly unlikely in today’s world

C

old War overtones quickly
emerged after Turkey shot
down a Russian bomber
last week. The chances of military
escalation are low. However, this
incident highlighted the dangers of
Russian and NATO aircrafts operating over the same territories.
Turkey and Russia have both
offered contradictory reports of
the events that led to the Russian
bomber being shot down. Turkey
claims that two Russian bombers
violated their airspace. The Turkish
military released a map showing
both bombers transiting a narrow
strip of land in Turkey, less than
two miles wide. They also claim
that the bomber was warned 10
times that it was violating Turkish
airspace. Russia, on the other hand,
paints a different picture.
Russia insists that neither
bomber crossed into Turkey’s
airspace and that Turkey never
warned them. However, the U.S.
military confirmed that the Russian pilots were warned but chose
to ignore the warnings.
This is not the first air encounter between Russia and NATO.
Since 2014, there have been over
twentyfive instances of Russian
aircrafts flying near or into another
nation’s airspace. These flights are
usually reconnaissance missions or
practice. The majority of these occur over the Baltic Sea and involve
NATO aircrafts intercepting their
Russian counterparts. In Oct. 2015,
NATO protested Russia for two in-

cursions into Turkey’s airspace, in
the same region where the bomber
was shot down. Both Turkey and
Russia promised not to go to war
over the downed jet. But this still
left a nervous NATO and the world
with a single question: Why did
Turkey risk serious confrontation?
As stated above, these incursions have happened before and
have been tolerated. However, the
president of Turkey had several
other reasons to allow his fighter to
fire on the Russian bomber. He has
long been frustrated with Russia
over many issues beyond Syria, the
problem of what to do with Syria
and the fact that Russia has been
bombing Turkmen villages, which
Turkey has strong ethnic ties to. It
is noteworthy to point out that the
Turkmen villages are not allied with
ISIS. In fact, the majority of the rebels being bombed by Russia are not
allied with ISIS. They are, however,
allied with Western nations such as
Turkey and the United States.
This episode has also made
herculean the effort to reach a
breakthrough on Syria. The United
States, Turkey and the rest of NATO
believe that the Syrian president
needs to be removed from power to
ensure a stable and peaceful Syria.
Russia contends that propping up
the Syria president would yield better results than NATO’s strategy.
Since the downing of the Russian bomber, many people have
called for Turkey’s removal from
NATO. They quickly drew compari-

sons to World War I, where alliances dragged in all the world’s great
economic powers. Critics of Turkey’s membership in NATO fear the
country will drag the world into the
next global conflict. Conversely,
the threat of World War III is fading
into nothingness.
A lot has changed since World
War II, specifically the arrival of
mutually assured destruction. The
possibility of complete nuclear annihilation provided an enormous
disincentive to launch and expand
total war efforts. Rather than engaging each other directly, countries now choose to fight through
proxy wars. Secondly, the world
has become more interconnected
due to economic cooperation treaties and free-trade agreements.
Global trade interdependency has
become too big to fail. Finally, the
spread of technology and media
means the world is now more socially connected than ever before.
Public shock and disgust of the
brutality of war being broadcasted
over YouTube and Facebook makes
carrying our large-scale military
operations much more difficult.
Terrorism, inequality, internal
and civil political discord or diplomatic misunderstandings can all
create pressures for war. But what is
clear is that the incentives for a total world war are shrinking and the
disincentives are growing.
-Davon Singh
Finance ’17

Princeton must not rewrite US history
DAMLA BEK I EDITORINCHIEF
THOMAS SEUBERT I MANAGING EDITOR
KATERINA APOSTOLOPOULOS I ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
MARIANA GUREVICH I MARKETING DIRECTOR
LUKASZ KUNICKI I BUSINESS MANAGER
EDWIN MOREL I NEWS EDITOR
KINDRA COOPER I ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS
GABRIEL MARRERO I OPINIONS EDITOR
JOSEPH ESPOSITO I BUSINESS EDITOR
AMANI JAMES I ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
MARIA MARKOWICZ I SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
PAUL JOH I SPORTS EDITOR
LYNN CHAWENGWONGSA I COPY EDITOR
TAFANNUM RAHMAN I COPY EDITOR
REBECCA SIMON I COPY EDITOR
JESSICA TORRES I COPY EDITOR
ALEXIS LUNGU I GRAPHIC DESIGNER
CONNIE LI I RESEARCH ASSISTANT

EDITORINCHIEFTHETICKER.ORG
MANAGINGEDITORTHETICKER.ORG
KAPOSTOLOPOULOSTHETICKER.ORG
MGUREVICHTHETICKER.ORG
BUSINESSMANAGERTHETICKER.ORG
NEWSTHETICKER.ORG
NEWSTHETICKER.ORG
OPINIONSTHETICKER.ORG
BUSINESSTHETICKER.ORG
ARTSTHETICKER.ORG
SCIENCETHETICKER.ORG
SPORTSTHETICKER.ORG
LCHAWENGWONGSATHETICKER.ORG
TRAHMANTHETICKER.ORG
RSIMONTHETICKER.ORG
JTORRESTHETICKER.ORG
ALUNGUTHETICKER.ORG
RESEARCHASSISTANTTHETICKER.ORG

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS PAGE POLICY

The Ticker welcomes comments, suggestions and information
about errors from students and faculty members. Letters may
be emailed to opinions@theticker.org or delivered to The Ticker
oﬃce. Letters should be under 400 words, must be signed, and
will appear, space-permitting. The editor reserves the right to
edit letters and submissions for clarity and brevity.

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the
individual writers and do not necessarily represent those
of The Ticker.
Authors’ names are usually published but may be
withheld for compelling reasons, at the editor’s
discretion.

ABOUT US
The Ticker is published 25 times a year. All work except
printing is done by undergraduate students at Baruch College.
Please direct all display and advertising questions to the
advertising manager. All other queries may be directed to
editor@theticker.org. Alternately, you may reach us via mail or
telephone. Our oﬃce is open during regular school hours.

The Ticker
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
(646) 312-4710
Volume 108, Issue 12
Established 1932 | © The Ticker 2015

S

tudents at Princeton University have been rallying and
protesting to remove Woodrow Wilson’s name from the School
of Public and International Affairs
on account of the fact that he led a
highly racist life. Wilson, the 28th
president of the United States, attended Princeton and became
its university president. Upon his
presidency within Princeton, Wilson did not allow black students to
gain admission to the university;
presidents in schools such as Harvard and Yale were more progressive and thought Wilson was behind the times in his decision.
Although Wilson led the country along a path of peaceful internationalism during World War
I, he also supported many views
that would now be deemed racist
and socially unacceptable. Wilson
openly backed the Ku Klux Klan’s
endeavors to purify the nation as
they saw fit. He believed that segregation could be a benefit to society.
Students who are part of The

Black Justice League at Princeton
organized a sit-in to protest for the
removal of both Wilson’s name
from the prestigious public affairs
school as well as his portrait from
one of the school’s dining halls.
More often than not, Wilson is emblematic of peaceful objectives in
international conflicts, particularly
during World War I. He is seen as a
stable authoritative figure with the
best intentions for his country and
for other countries in mind.
It is not right to single him out
solely for his good deeds. Princeton
students are justified in their anger.
However, while it is necessary to acknowledge the fact that Wilson was
particularly biased against people
of color, it is futile to take down and
replace artifacts that were erected
in order to preserve the history of a
domain.
In this case, Wilson was an indispensable part of Princeton’s
history, and his name and portrait
should not be effaced for that reason. Instead, the way that Wilson

is addressed within Princeton
should be changed. Wilson should
be regarded for both his positive
and negative contributions to the
school and to the world. Princeton students should focus on the
fact that Princeton’s public affairs
school was named after Wilson
primarily due to his involvement in
the mollification of the war.
To remove historical icons of
the past who strayed from the morals that we abide by today would be
a completely anachronistic judgment. In the case of race, which
became a hot topic only recently
in U.S. history, it is simpler than
ever to shun certain figures from
our present lives due to their nowrendered immoral behavior and
beliefs. While the movement to
eradicate immoral and impractical
beliefs is understandable, erasing
chunks of history in the process is
not the right way to execute it.
-Yelena Dzhanova
Pol. Sci. ’19
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Vagrancy scourges city
The homeless occupy every corner of New York City unchallenged

I

t does not take much to be
aware of the homeless in New
York. They are everywhere—in
doorways, in libraries, in McDonalds, in parks, on the trains and
buses or swarming to food pantries. Often, they are carting their
belongings around in shopping
bags or carts.
They are often unwashed and
unkempt. Some talk to themselves,
and others rave, still others wear
hospital bracelets. Often they are
sorry sights that frighten people.
To many soap-cleaned citizens,
they are blight and offend the eye.
So it came as an unwelcome
Thanksgiving gift when NYPD
Commissioner Bill Bratton’s flatfooted suggestion, not uttered with
tongue planted in his cheek, that
“New Yorkers harden their hearts
and close their wallets if they want
to stem the city’s vagrancy crisis.”
His sentiments bring immediately to mind Ebenezer Scrooge
rebuffs to kind-heated souls collecting “slight provision for the
poor and the destitute.” Vagrancy
is the tip of homelessness in what
Mayor Bill DeBlasio called a tale of
two cities, one rich, the other poor.
According to a Sep. 2015 statistic provided by the City’s Housing
Department, NYC shelters some
59,000 homeless. And yet, this is
not a true picture of the homeless,
only an approximation. There is
no way of knowing how many live
on the streets since every day the
number of homeless increases.
Who are they? Roughly speaking, they are: homeless families,
children, single men or single
women, drug addicts, gay youth,
the recently released from prison, veterans, the mentally and
physically handicapped and the
down-and-out.
Bratton’s icy words are a way

of saying that homelessness is a
problem that neither the police
nor the city can solve. They also
reflect promises deferred for affordable housing for the poor, the
working and the middle classes.
They are an affirmation of the
iron-fisted rule of the real estate
empires and the Wall Street banks.
As such, the quality of life for
the well-to-do has greatly improved, whilst for the majority of
New Yorkers it has worsened, if not
deteriorated, to a perilous degree.
Gentrification has accelerated
the housing crisis, as the stock of
affordable rents has diminished in
all boroughs.
The Bronx, long shunned, is
now a hot-ticket item. Brooklyn
has changed income and complexion almost overnight, as neighborhoods undergo improvement to
fit upper-or middle-class tastes.
Queens is more family-oriented,
but housing prices have shot up
rapidly. Isolated Staten Island is
not escaping that shift.
If these facts are not depressing enough, AirBNB, in collaboration with landlords, are moving by
all more means necessary to evict
tenants from rent-controlled or
rent-stabilized dwellings for conversion to profitable hotel accommodations in a very hot tourist
market in NYC.
Bratton’s words may have been
said in frustration to quiet criticism from New Yorkers. Still they
do reflect how much the city leaders have lost touch with the common man and woman.
Vagrancy and homelessness is
a contagion plaguing NYC, but the
paymasters of our officials do not
seem to give a tinker’s damn.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism

IMF backing Renminbi raises worries
THE POLITICKER

STEPHEN ELLIOTT

T

he International Monetary
Fund has decided to include
the Chinese Renminbi in
the special drawings rights basket as a reserve currency in the
global financial system. The decision is, among other things, a
vote of confidence in the Chinese
government to act on promises for
financial reform. Though ranking
as the second largest economy in
the world, China has been all but
left out of global financial institutions. Between its unscrupulous
communist history and mounting accusations of cheating in
trade, few world leaders could
find it within themselves to trust
China’s politicians, let alone their
business people.
Yet, China has vaulted atop the
stuttering global economy. And
now, riven with debt crises and
asset bubbles, global financial institutions require another stable
reserve to prepare for the dreaded
dollar crash, or worse, the dissolution of the EU. SDRs, as they are
called, are in essence the mix of
currencies that a country receives
when granted financial aid from
the IMF. The symbolic meaning of
the SDR is that a currency is trusted
and expected to be a stable store of
value. Given the Chinese political
system, objections abound to the
decision to include them, because
few believe the yuan is stable
or trustworthy.

The fact of the matter is that the
yuan is not freely traded in global
markets. Whereas fiat currencies
are freely exchanged and demand
primarily influences price, China
is often accused of maintaining artificially induced values, otherwise
known as currency manipulation.
Though they vehemently deny rigging the system, the People’s Bank
of China would arbitrarily decide
the exchange rate of the Yuan at
the beginning of each day. In contrast, other developed nations let
their currency value “float” based
on supply and demand. In recent
months China has let its currency
fluctuate at a two percent deviation, perhaps paving the way for
free trade in the future.
Though the devaluation delivered a destabilizing shock to currency markets, economic liberalization is inevitable for China. As it
stands, the People’s Bank of China
capital controls have let the yuan
carry on with an inflated value.
When the value reaches some sort
of equilibrium—and surely the day
is coming—it will be cheaper for
China to export goods and harder
for them to import goods. A cheap
Yuan paired with a strong dollar could potentially result in the
loss of billions of dollars in trade
for the United States. This is because it would be even harder for
the United States to export goods,
and Chinese goods would be even
cheaper.
Currency devaluation for China
is not necessarily a boon for them,
either. The People’s Bank of China
is already engaging in a form of
quantitative easing, meaning it is
cutting interest rates to encourage
spending and lending. A devalued yuan might in theory make it
easier to buy Chinese goods at the
expense of its domestic producers.
Another factor to consider is
the inherent distrust global lead-

ers have for the Chinese Communist Party. Rife with corruption and racketeering, the party
alone makes decisions for the
entire country and its economy.
Though far from communist by
virtue, the party’s ideology is still
against the prevailing theories of
neoliberal governance.
Their stunning lack of legal
protections and precedence fails
to inspire confidence as well; the
party ultimately decides right from
wrong. Whether they will feel pressured to democratize is neither
here nor there, and given how
deeply entrenched the party is in
Chinese civil and political structure, it is imprudent to expect any
significant changes.
Nevertheless, including the
yuan in the SDR basket should coerce the Chinese government to
embrace liberalization, despite an
economy that is struggling to meet
expectations. As the Chinese economy develops, currency volatility
may in theory inspire innovation
and competition, which could be a
much-needed spur in the hind legs
should inflation kick up again.
Another point to consider is
the declining influence of Europe;
the percentage makeup of the currency basket for both the euro and
pound-dterling was slashed to
make way for the yuan.
The viability of the EU and the
maintenance of the euro have
been thrown into considerable
doubt as of late. All in all, the inclusion of the yuan signals a forthcoming shift in economic and
political leverage.
And though the United States
has only further solidified its position atop the pile, China is rapidly
catching up to a point at which
monetary influence will be negligible. Should that point be reached,
the world will undoubtedly look
much different than it does now.

Cold War tensions resurface for America

Birth control rights ceded

America has found itself in a new, yet smaller Cold War once again with its old nemesis, Russia

Cutting Planned Parenthood drastically impedes women’s rights

I

W

n Brussels on March 26, 2014,
President Barack Obama answered the question of whether relations between the United
States and Russia now signify a
new Cold War era, stating “This is
not another Cold War that we’re
entering into. After all, unlike the
Soviet Union, Russia leads no bloc
of nations, no global ideology.”
Even when the “real” Cold War
ended, tensions lingered. The annexing of Crimea in 2014, the Russian backing of the Syrian government and the U.S. support for the
Syrian rebels, and Vladimir Putin’s
worrying statements and personality have all impacted the way the
United States deals with Russia.
This geopolitical quagmire gives
off a Cold War aroma.
The ideological battle between
communism and capitalism is
just chest beating, mostly on
Putin’s part.
Since Putin became president,
relations have slowly deteriorated.
It may be because he had an extensive career when Russia was
still a communist nation, holding
numerous high-ranking positions
for the Kremlin and serving as a
KGB officer.
Moves like grabbing Crimea
and rebuilding the military
could be seen as an act of insecurity and an attempt to right
historical wrongs.
On the matter of Crimea, Brent
Scowcroft, a former national security adviser to Gerald Ford and
George H.W. Bush, said, “Putin nurses a grudge, because …
at the end of the Cold War … we
walked all over them. And we did
it because they were weak.” We
deduce that Putin saw the loss of
the Cold War as a blow to the Russian character, a clubbing of the
knee of their prominence in the

world. While the United States is
backing up Syrian rebels with its
military equipment, it reminds
us of lessons learned in Korea
and Vietnam.
Of course, the finger of blame
should not solely point at Russia. The United States has caused
trouble in the past few years as
well, like the signing of the Magnitsky Act in 2012, which forbade
U.S. travel and financial restrictions on human rights abusers in
Russia, or the escalation of NATO
military exercises in Ukraine after
U.S. air forces detected Russian
bombers off the coasts of Alaska
and California.
This could be seen by Obama
and his administration as a way
to keep the dominance of the
United States. An attempt to fulfill
its goals of preserving democracy
and never letting Putin press the
nuclear button.
However, even with the new
START treaty that was signed with
Dmitry Medvedev in 2010, Putin
has been threatening the United
States with “counter measures”
since the North American nation
began upgrading its nuclear armory in German military bases.
This tension should not be
seen as ideological. The antithesis between capitalism and communism was over when the Cold
War ended.
Now it is just a kind of weird
braying that Putin wants to do.
Putin is extremely controlling
and has an enigmatic personality.
However, “Putinism” is nothing
new compared to the Russian way
of thinking.
Without strict discipline, people will not work and government
would not function. Combined
with the Anti-Western sentiment
that many conservative Russians

have, Putin and the United States
give no indication that another
ideological war is brewing. The
Putin presidency is an attempt
to show the United States who is
boss.
But Russia is not the boss.
Obama is right; Russia does not
have a bloc of nations anymore,
and in fact, Russia possesses few
allies to rely on since the Cold
War ended.
Most of the Soviet Union’s
satellite countries are in NATO
now. Russia’s military today is
not spending as much of its GDP
on military as the United States,
and their political parties have
more say. Still, it is doubtful that
Putin may turn the other cheek
to Obama.
The hope that there will not be
another Putin after this one may
sound like a pipe dream for any
U.S diplomat.
But in contretemps since the
former KGB agent took office after
Boris Yeltsin in 2000, relations between the United States and Russia
have deteriorated.
The one-term tenure that Medvedev had, an attempt to “restart”
their relations, is undergoing a
serious stress test.
After the attacks on Paris, we
saw a cooling of their tension,
which will unfortunately not last
for long.
The invasion of Crimea, the U.S.
and Russian military clandestinity
in the Syrian civil war and Putin’s
personality tell us that we are in a
new, yet smaller Cold War.
It is one not concerned with ideology, but with personal strength
and bullying power, which Putin is
hellbent on taking back.
-Zack Schiavetta
Journalism ’19

e, citizens of the United
States, are entitled to
freedom of religion. But
when does freedom of religion impede on the rights of others? Every
person, regardless of their race,
religion or social class, should be
entitled to health care. All women
should have the same opportunities, including birth control, not
because their employer said so,
but because they should have control over their bodies.
There are two regulations of
religious freedom in the providing
of birth control today. Through the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act
of 1993, religious employers and
nonprofit organizations are excluded from providing any form of
contraception. Additionally, in the
Supreme Court case of Burwell vs.
Hobby Lobby of 2014, close corporations with religious objections
do not have to provide any form of
contraception as it would violate
their religious values. While these
laws are meant to protect certain
freedoms, they have contributed
to many problems.
The outcome of the two regulations is that many women are
barred from obtaining birth control when they need it. According
to the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention, about 37.6 million women aged 15 to 44 used a
form of birth control in 2013. After
the Hobby Lobby ruling, NYU researchers reported that close corporations account for 52 percent of
all private employment. If one day,
all close corporations in the United States were to project their religious views to be exempted from
providing birth control, approximately 61 million people would be
denied access to birth control.
The House has passed the Restoring American’s Healthcare

Freedom Reconciliation Act that
cuts Planned Parenthood funds
by over $500 million a year and
moves this money toward community health centers. The reasoning is that some Americans do not
want their tax money to be used
for anything that results in abortions. However, the contraception
that Planned Parenthood provides
to women is not only used to prevent unintended pregnancies, but
is also used to reduce the risk of
cancers that affect reproductive
organs and help with menstrual
cycles. Planned Parenthood is an
alternative for many women who
cannot obtain birth control.
The implementation of freedom of religion can easily be
pushed too far. By claiming religious liberty, Kim Davis, a county
clerk in Kentucky, refused to issue marriage licenses to samesex couples because of her belief
that marriage should be between
a man and a woman. Thankfully,
Judge David Bunning of the Federal District Court and many couples
took action to make sure that the
law was to be enforced. If government employees are not allowed
to claim religious views to prevent
same-sex marriage, organizations
should not be able to claim religious liberty as their reason for
not providing birth control to their
employees either.
The consequences that developed from these interpretations of
religious freedom are much greater in scope than contraception.
The idea of health insurance is to
provide equal individual health
care for everyone. No one should
have the authority to make decisions for someone else’s health.
-Jaclyn Thammakhoune
Management ’18
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Business
Fed insinuates it will increase interest rates mid-December
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

A minutes report published by
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System on Nov. 18 describes the discussion of Federal
Open Market Committee (FOMC)
members regarding what it refers
to as “policy normalization” during their meetings on Oct. 27 and
Oct. 28. An increase in the federal
funds rate has been long anticipated
throughout the year, but so far, the
Fed has postponed such a hike. Although the report hinted that the
economy could expect interest rates
to rise in December, committee
members decided to wait until the
end of November to finalize the decision about increasing rates.
According to the report, all but
one committee member voted to
keep interest rates at their current
close to zero rate. Jeffrey M. Lacker
opposed to maintaining such low
interest rates based on his belief that
the inflation rate will soon reach the
FOMC’s benchmark of 2 percent,
and that the failure to raise rates
could potentially limit consumption growth and limit labor markets
significantly further. He suggested
increasing rates by 25 basis points at
the time of the meeting instead.
The rest of the committee members agreed to sustain the current
rate for two reasons. These members wish to see either a further
improvement in the unemployment rate, or a sustainable low level
of unemployment, along with job
growth. Roughly 271,000 jobs were
created in October alone and the
unemployment rate has declined
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Though the economy has improved on average in past months, the Fed has been reluctant to raise the interest rate until now.
throughout the year, implying that
real GDP now exceeds on average
the growth of potential GDP. Although these are both promising
signs, the Fed wants to make sure
that the unemployment rate is ensured to remain low before making
the decision to raise rates.
The second economic condition
that the members require to be met
before increasing rates is a 2 percent
inflation rate. This is a benchmark
set by the Fed that they believe indicates a healthy and growing economy. Recently, the inflation rate has
continued to be slightly below this
standard as a result of decreasing
oil prices and prices of non-energy
imported goods, according to the
report.
Although the Fed expressed its
intention to increase rates towards

the end of this year, no such action has been taken thus far due
to the cautiousness of its committee members. Federal Reserve Vice
Chairman Stanley Fischer said back
in October that one of the main
reasons why the members have
been so reluctant to increase rates
is due to the effect such a decision
could have on the global economy.
Fischer stated, “There may well
have been more comments on foreign economic developments in
recent FOMC statements than was
common in the past. That is natural given the increasing influence
of foreign economic developments
on the United States economy,
both through imports and exports, and through capital account
developments.”
Economists expect that if an in-

crease in interest rates were to occur,
the members would implement the
decision on Dec. 16, the same day
the Fed set the benchmark of rates
to be held close to zero. The last time
the central bank increased the interest rate was back in June 2006 before
the Great Recession. The Fed set the
benchmark in 2008 as a result of the
struggling economy in hopes that it
would foster economic growth.
During a speech she gave this
year in September at the University
of Massachusetts, Fed Chairwoman
Janet Yellen briefly mentioned the
possibility of a rate increase by the
end of this year. She said that the
Bank’s committee members “anticipate that it will likely be appropriate
to raise the target range for the federal funds rate sometime later this
year and to continue boosting short-

term rates at a gradual pace thereafter as the labor market improves further and inflation moves back to our
2 percent objective.” Her statement,
among others of several committee
members, initiated the discussion
and long-anticipated increase in the
federal funds rate. However, exactly
when the Fed acts on such implications and to what degree the rates
would increase have been highly
uncertain since the beginning.
As stated in the report, the committee members will “initiate the
normalization process at the next
meeting provided that unanticipated shocks do not adversely affect the economic outlook at that
income data support the expectation that labor market conditions
will continue to improve and that
inflation will return to the committee’s 2 percent objective over the
medium term.”
This proclamation reflects the
members’ intentions of waiting until they have sufficient data to make
an informed decision whether to
follow through with their original
plan of increasing rates by the end
of the year. Since, however, an increase in rates would have a large
effect on borrowing, saving and investing tendencies, members want
to be certain that the economy will
be sufficient enough to sustain
higher rates. Some economists and
investors attribute a rise in rates as
an indication that the economy is
once again growing at a constant
and healthy rate. Therefore, the decision will have a large impact on
not only investors’ decisions, but on
their general outlook of the domestic economy as well.

DraftKings and FanDuel fight in court for right to operate in New York
BY STEVEN WEINER
STAFF WRITER

At the beginning of the NFL
Season, DraftKings and FanDuel were able to gain popularity
through their advertisements. They
were conveniently shown during
NFL games, which had participants winning large cash payouts
of up to millions of dollars in a
single week.
The prizes are so big that they
can be compared to winnings received in casinos. A major scandal
has now erupted with the two since
October. This was due to reports of
insider trading between employees
of DraftKings and FanDuel.
Information available to them
that was not for the public’s eye gave
them an unfair advantage to win
money every week. An employee
from DraftKings released information relevant to week three of the
NFL before any of the games started.
This allowed him to win $300,000 on
FanDuel during the same week off
of a $25 entry fee.
“The single greatest threat to
the daily fantasy sports industry is
the misuse of insider information,”
Daniel Wallach, a sports and gambling lawyer at Becker & Poliakoff in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. said. “It could
imperil this nascent industry unless real, immediate and meaningful safeguards are put in place. If the
industry is unwilling to undertake
these reforms voluntarily, it will be
imposed on them involuntarily as
part of a regulatory framework.”
Other fantasy sports are now under watch as well to see who has access to private data that should not.
Some believe only those who need
it to do their job should have access
to the data.
Following the opening of an investigation by the FBI on whether
or not these two sites constituted

WWW.ADWEEK.COM

Both FanDuel and DraftKings have advertised heavily in New York, which has the highest percent of daily fantasy sports players.
illegal gambling, both companies banned their employees
from playing.
They also released a joint statement saying, “Nothing is more important than the integrity of the
games we offer. Both companies
have strong policies in place to ensure that employees do not misuse
information at their disposal and
strictly limit access to company data
to only those employees who require it to do their jobs.” Following
a cease and desist order from New
York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, FanDuel had to prevent
New Yorkers from joining the site.
DraftKings is still letting New Yorkers play until the trial is over.
Both companies, hoping to stay

a part of New York, argued that
their fantasy football is not a form
of illegal gambling. They vowed to
prove this point at a hearing held
in New York’s Supreme Court on
Wednesday, Nov. 25.
Eighty people packed into a
small courtroom with more in the
hallway to hear the ruling Justice
Manuel Mendez was going to make.
Kathleen McGee, New York assistant attorney general, opened the
hearing by saying DraftKing’s and
FanDuel’s competitions involve too
much chance and not enough skill.
She said, “Winning or losing is not in
the hands of the contestant. Because
the outcomes of daily fantasy games
involve the outcomes of sporting
events, the presence of an element

of chance puts them in the category
of illegal gambling under New York
law. Fantasy operators contend that
the law requires games to have only
some element of skill to be deemed
legal.” Instead, an NFL player’s contributions to the team on a weekly
basis determined how much money
the gambler won or lost.
Schneiderman has been looking to halt DraftKings and FanDuel
in New York, which has caused an
upset between the two competitors.
New York has more fantasy sports
competitors than any other state,
accounting for 12.8 percent of all
daily fantasy sports players, while
9.7 percent live in California and 6.7
percent live in Illinois.
A lawyer for DraftKings said,

“Getting shut down in New York
would be a disaster for the company, its employees and its investors.”
John Kiernan, FanDuel’s lawyer,
argued McGee’s statement saying
there needs to be chance for there
to be skills. He said, “Just because
factors like weather or a bad call can
impact a game, it does not mean the
games’ results are not largely influenced by the contestants’ skills. If
the existence of chance makes a
contest a game of chance under the
law, there would be no such thing as
a contest of law.”
Before Mendez ruled, he spent
Wednesday’s hearing eager to hear
what distinguishes fantasy sports
betting on websites such as CBS
Sports or Yahoo.
He spent most of the time listening to the arguments of FanDuel and
DraftKings rather than asking questions. He only had two things to ask.
One of them was directed towards McGee. It pertained to the
relationship between average fantasy sports and the two companies
under scrutiny. “What’s the difference?,” asked Mendez. “You are still
relying on someone else to play the
game.”
He was eager to hear what
Schneiderman’s office had to say
about this stance. McGee responded by saying it was because those
sites did not require entry fees nor
did they give out prizes.
Sometimes, they are just played
for bragging rights where the winner
can say, “I know more about sports
than you.” It can also be argued that
there is no difference between any
fantasy sports betting. David Boies,
DraftKings’ lawyer, said, “The daily
contests were no more reliant on
chance than their seasonal counterparts, as both are dependent on how
players perform on the field.”
Mendez has stated that he will
rule on the case very soon.
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Barclays fined $109 million for improper security procedures
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
The Financial Conduct Authority announced that Barclays, the
universal bank, has been fined 72
million pounds, or $109 million, for
its elaborate plan to hide transactions worth 1.88 billion pounds, or
$2.83 billion. The notice appeared
on the website of the U.K. regulator on Nov. 26. Based in the United
Kingdom, Barclays is a global provider of banking and financial services, with headquarters in London
and over 300 years of history within
the city. It was the first bank to put
out a cash machine, now known as
an ATM. The machine was cleverly
referred to as Barclaycash.
The FCA is funded solely by
the firms that it regulates, though
it also reports to the Treasury and
the Parliament. It ensures that the
70,000 businesses it regulates run
efficiently and that the businesses’
activities do not harm the industry
or the consumers.
After careful planning, the
aforementioned transactions took
place in 2011 and 2012. The transactions involved clients with an
extremely high net worth, many of
which were classified as “politically
exposed persons,” or PEPs.
“A politically exposed person
(PEP) is an individual who is or has
been entrusted with a prominent
function,” the Financial Action
Task Force, a government body responsible for setting standards and
regulations for combatting money
laundering and other threats to the
financial system, explains. “Many
PEPs hold positions that can be
abused for the purpose of laundering illicit funds or other predicate offences such as corruption
and bribery.”
When it comes to transactions
involving PCPs, a bank would be
required to go through thorough

safety procedures due to higher risk
of the client’s involvement in money laundering. Instead, Barclays
chose to go for less thorough safety
procedures, allowing Barclays to
collect 52.3 million pounds in revenue, or $78.65 million.
“Barclays went to unacceptable
lengths to accommodate the clients,” the FCA states. “Specifically,
Barclays did not obtain information that it was required to obtain
from the clients to comply with financial crime requirements.”
The FCA believes that Barclays
decided to lower the level of safety procedures imposed on those
clients simply because it did not
want to cause inconvenience. Barclays was also bound to extreme
confidentiality, with many of the
workers unaware of the transaction. The bank also agreed to pay
out up to 37.7 million pounds, or
$56.7 million, to each client if the
confidentiality rules were broken.
Indeed, the levels of security
were extreme; not many people
knew about the transaction and
records of it were only kept as hard
copies, with only few people knowing of their existence or where the
files were located.
The fine is composed of two
parts. The first part consists of the
52.3 million, or $78.65 million, that
Barclays made in revenue from the
transaction and is now forced to
return to FCA. The second part of
the fine is the actual penalty, which
comes up to close to 19.77 million
pounds, or $29.73 million.
Despite the fine, the FCA did
not find any evidence that Barclays
conducted a financial crime such
as money laundering. The reason
behind the fine was the sole fact
that the transaction was kept secret
and proper security procedures
were not put in place, which allowed for a crime to be committed.
“The FCA makes no findings

Nordstrom EPS falls in Q3
BY CHARLES PENA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Nordstrom shares tanked as it
missed on earnings this quarter.
The clothing store reported adjusted earnings per share of $0.57
and revenue of $3.33 billion. Wall
Street analysts were expecting
earnings per share of $0.72 and
revenue of $3.37 billion. The company reported that it will take a deduction of $0.15 per share due to
transaction costs to finalize a deal
to sell its credit card portfolio.
Nordstrom sold its credit card
portfolio to TD Bank for $2.2 billion, netting the company $1.8
billion, $900 million of which was
paid out to shareholders through a
special dividend. The company intends to repurchase stock with the
remaining capital beginning in the
fourth quarter.
Nordstrom earned $1.1 billion
in gross profit, a slight decrease
from 2014, due to higher markdowns on products. It also reported a net income of $81 million,
which is a large drop compared
to last year when the company reported $142 million.
There were other negatives for
Nordstrom in the third quarter.
Comparable store sales were up
only slightly at 0.9 percent. Ending inventory was also up 8 percent at the end of the quarter. “It’s
just a traffic problem,” according
to James Nordstrom, president
of stores. “We’ve got less people
buying clothes this quarter than
we expected.” Analysts are dumbfounded, “It’s kind of bizarre,
people have money. The economy
isn’t bad, but they’re not spending
on apparel,” says Dorothy Lakner,
an analyst at Topeka Capital Market, according to Bloomberg.
Nordstrom is not the only company experiencing difficulty this

quarter. Macy’s also reported reported earnings per share of $0.56
and revenue of $5.87 billion. Earnings for the retailer are down from
$0.61 per share compared to the
same period last year.
Not all was bad news for Nordstrom. Nordstrom.com net sales
increased 11 percent and Nordstromrack.com net sales were
up 39 percent. The company also
saw an increase of 6.6 percent in
net sales to the tune of $3.2 billion
compared to the $3.0 billion it reported in 2014. Net sales in its off
price business also increased 12
percent compared to the previous
year.
Nordstrom also expanded this
year. In the third quarter it opened
three new full line stores, including its first international flagship
store in Vancouver. The company
also opened 16 new Nordstrom
Rack stores. To date, the company
has opened five full line stores and
27 Nordstrom Rack stores. The
company says its top performing
regions are the Northwest and
Southern California.
The company also added
260,000 news accounts in the third
quarter to its Nordstrom Rewards
Loyalty program. It currently has
4.6 million members and sales
from its members increased 8 percent in the third quarter, which accounted for 38 percent of sales.
On the capital side, Nordstrom’s board of directors authorized a buyback of $1 billion worth
of shares. For the third quarter, the
company repurchased 3.5 million
shares for a sum of $250 million.
The company recently cut its earnings forecast for the year to $3.30
to $3.40 per share from $3.85 to
$3.95.
Shares for Nordstrom are
currently down 31 percent for
the year.
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Barclays has agreed to return their revenue from an improper business deal, as well as pay an extra penalty, totaling $109 million.
that financial crime was involved
or facilitated by Barclays, or regarding the provenance of the funds invested as part of the Transaction,”
the FCA’s release affirms.
But this does not cancel out the
possibility that a crime was committed. The FCA makes it clear that
one of Barclays’ main faults was the
fact that it did not discover a clear
reason behind the transaction. The
source of funds used for the transaction and the client’s source of
wealth were also left unconfirmed
at the time of transaction.
On the same day that the fine
was announced by the FCA, Barclays made a release announcing
its settlement with the FCA.
“Barclays has cooperated fully
with the FCA throughout and continues to apply significant resources and training to ensure compliance with all legal and regulatory

requirements,” the aforementioned
release states.
The excuse was as original as it
was convincing—a similar statement was used in releases concerning other charges against the bank.
Barclays failed to explain how it will
ensure that a similar transactions
will not take place in the future, or
how it will ensure that the bank will
comply with regulations.
Barclays’ compliance with regulations is a long-standing issue. Just
a week prior to the FCA announcement, Barclays announced that it
has reached a settlement with the
New York State Department of Financial services over the department’s investigation of Barclays’
“electronic trading of foreign exchange and foreign exchange electronic trading systems” between
2009 and 2014. In May, Barclays
was fined another $2.32 billion for

“rigging” foreign- exchange markets.
It is likely that the decision to
settle in an early stage of the investigation was strategic—it allowed
Barclays to receive a 30 percent discount on the penalty. Otherwise,
Barclays would have been forced
to pay a penalty of 28.24 million
pounds, or $42.46 million, with a
total fine reaching 80.54 million
pounds, or $121.1 million.
In the release, Mark Steward,
FCA’s director of enforcement and
market oversight, threatened that
the FCA will continue to hold firms
responsible for similar negligence.
“Firms will be held to account
if they fail to minimize financial
crime risks appropriately and
for this reason the FCA has required Barclays to disgorge its
revenue from the Transaction,”
Steward claimed.

Bankers leave Goldman Sachs for Uber
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER

Three bankers have left their
positions in the technology investment banking group of Goldman
Sachs Group Inc. in San Francisco in favor of positions at Uber
Technologies Inc.
According to reports, the midlevel bankers, Ian Kleinfield,
Prabir Adarkar and Chris Lapointe,
are three of many to leave Wall
Street for opportunities in successful startups launched in Silicon
Valley.
Ian Kleinfeld, one of the three
bankers listed in the report, listed
on his Linkedin profile that in his
new position in Uber’s corporate
development division he is currently “focusing on strategic M&A
and corporate capital raising,” a
position distinct from his mid-level banking at Goldman Sachs.
Although spokespeople for
both Uber and Goldman Sachs
have yet to comment, there is
grand speculation supporting the
three bankers’ departures from the
leading global investment bank.
Smaller startup companies offer
more enticing schedules, stock options, share grants and more opportunity for promising positions.
Career moves from large banks
to tech startups are exemplified by
bankers such as Chelsea Cooper,
who was also a mid-level banker at
Goldman Sachs for four years before her hire at Uber in 2012. Once
involved with Uber, she launched
the application in the United Kingdom and became general manager
of the company’s operations there.
Recruiters have pointed out
that although mid-level corporate development employees may
earn significantly less than a vice
president at an investment, there
are many incentives with startups.

Tech startups often grow quickly in
size, so getting a position at such
a company early promises quick
career growth. Working at a new
tech company also boasts a balanced lifestyle for employees when
contrasted with working for in the
banking industry.
Uber Technologies Inc. is valued at approximately $51 billion, making it one of the largest
privately owned tech startups.
The company provides an international smartphone application designed to match people in
need of a ride with Uber drivers.
Travis Kalanick and Garrett Camp
founded the company in 2009.
The ride service giant often hires
bankers for corporate development. The company seeks bankers
who can concoct various strategies, handle financial transactions
(such as capital funding) and lead
operations in various locations.
Even though Uber has yet to
go public, the technology is effectively operating at the large-scale
status and financial complexity of
a public company, with equity and
debt numbers in the billions.
CEO and founder Kalanick said
at a recent event, “We’re maturing as a company, but we’re still
like eighth graders. We’re in junior
high. And someone’s telling us we
need to go to the prom, but it’s a little early. Give us a few years.” The
company is expected to go public
within the next two years.
Goldman Sachs is noted to have
lost numerous employees in the
past to startups like Uber, private
equity firms and a great number
of companies. In the past, Uber
has hired numerous employees
from Goldman’s technology investment banking group, including finance chief Gautam Gupta
and corporate development head
Cameron Poetzscher. Because

Goldman Sachs has helped the
Uber Company raise $1.6 billion
by selling convertible securities to
Goldman wealth management clients this year, it is evident that numerous bankers of the investment
bank are well-informed of Uber’s
financial status.
Uber has relationships with
a number of other Wall Street
banks, including Morgan Stanley.
Goldman Sachs is among the top
10 companies that Uber recruits
from, ahead of even large technology firms including, but not limited to: Twitter Inc, Oracle Corp, Intel Corp, Microsoft and Facebook.
The reason for Uber’s choice to
recruit from from Goldman Sachs
is the latter’s strength in technology banking. According to Dave
Carvajal, founder and CEO of tech
recruiting firm, Dave Partners, “If
someone has made it through the
Goldman Sachs process, you know
they are a high-caliber hire.”
Carvajal’s words emphasize
the particular attention Goldman Sachs gives to its potential
employees during their stringent
screening process as well as the
value of the company itself. It is to
be noted that as of this year, Goldman Sachs has advised technology
companies on more merger deals
than any other company thus far.
Recruiters have also pointed out
that former Goldman employees
with expertise on the engineering
side have played important roles
as well in creating the formulas
that Uber uses to determine how
much it should charge for rides at
any given time based on demand.
In an effort to retain more junior employees, Goldman Sachs
has laid out a series of new initiatives to attract junior analysts
and associates, including promotions, less menial work and more
opportune experiences.
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Arts & Style
Adele’s latest release shatters records and hearts worldwide
BY AMANI JAMES
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR

Her deep and often raspy voice
fills the speakers as the piano begins its somber chords; a familiar
but incomparable voice blankets
fans with a consistent honesty that
is hard to find these days. After four
years of silence, Adele has given
the world her third studio album,
after her sophomore album 21 was
crowned the best album of all time
by Billboard.
25 has come with high expectations, after Adele peaked to 10
Grammies this past year, six of
which were awarded for her sophomore album; 25 opens with “Hello,” the first single for the album to
be released.
Satisfying expectations, “Hello,”
has easily become the season’s
broken-hearted anthem. Adele’s
haunting and longing voice bring
listeners to a place of loneliness
that can only be achieved through
Adele’s unique sound. Unlike the
album’s opening track, “Send My
Love (To Your Lover),” takes a more
mocking tone, as she taunts her
ex-lover.
Drums bring the album to an
R&B pace, as Adele’s familiar deep
tone covers the record with a incomparable easiness. The idea that
this song can be made for anyone
other than someone whom she
loves would be pure stupidity.
However, there is a sense of sensual lust as she begs for the lights
not to go down in this emotionally
haunting stillness. The darkness
seems to push her loneliness even
deeper, as a sense of realization
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Adele’s album, 25, has sold just as many copies in a week as Taylor Swift’s 1989 did in an entire year.
floods over her through the silence.
Allowing that moment right before
sleep to become the most terrifying moment of the day. Her understanding of emotions and ability to
communicate them is what makes
songs like this classics. That simple
tone is followed by “When We Were
Young”. With the back up of a full
band, Adele reminisces of a former
self with a younger lover. Here, she
mimicks the tone of the 1980s.
Following the theme of reminiscing, “Remedy,” is a moment
where Adele thinks back on a time
when she was less aware of her
worth and the power of love. Love
seems to follow her as she begins

the chorus, reminding the subject
that she will be their remedy when
things get difficult. Comparing her
love to a shelter, she takes on a new
level of love. Unlike the heartbreak
of 21, 25 takes on a face of selfless
love that can only be gained after
experiencing true pain.
“River Lea” tells the story of
Adele’s beginning. Her soul is her
weakness and her strength as she
moves through the pain and love
within life. Singing to her fears,
she shares “I’m scared that if I let
you in that you’ll see that I’m just
a fake.” She apologizes for the pain
she causes in advance, not giving
herself any credit as she sings, “No,

I can’t go back to the river.” She
comes to terms with who she has
become but somehow still avoids
some of the responsibility by
blaming it on the river.
Her use of the word “blame”
comes with a level of content. Her
need to expose her flaws before
they are realized is apparent as she
outs herself, almost condemning
her way of loving.
Chanting the river’s name, the
track closes as listeners are brought
back into the dark with the piano.
The tone is set as “Love In the
Dark” is opened with her pleading for freedom from this love over
which she been gushing since the

beginning of the album. “Take your
eyes off me so I can leave,” she begs
as she tries to find the strength to
leave what has become a cocoon
of safe but fictitious love. As the
love is lost, she decides to leave for
good this time. As she becomes the
one creating the pain for someone
else, she justifies the pain as she
says, “I’m being cruel to be kind.”
As the violinists begin to pluck the
strings, the strings of attachment
are popped as she breaks away
from yet another failed attempt
at forever.
Unlike the broken hearted girl
of 21, her maturity shines through
as her outlook on life becomes
clear. Her need for more is put on
the table as she becomes a woman.
“But I want to live, and not survive,”
she pleads with both her lover and
her wounded heart. This might be
defeat for her relationship, but her
true self is beginning to prevail as
she pushes her own needs in front
of his.
Her understanding and idea of
love has evolved as she leaves the
shelter he has created for her and
gives herself the power to understand that she has to survive on her
own. She brings the ballad to an
end with a dark realization, “I don’t
think you can save me.”
Relying on simple hooks and
few instruments, Adele maintains
her spot as music’s British queen
of soul. Show lights and costumes
are not used to hide her flaws, leaving her exposed to the world as she
shares her deepest and darkest
feelings with no regrets. Adele finds
a special place in music where she
control the environment entirely.

Fashion’s most prominent photgrapher brings edgy fantasy to NARS
BY ILYSSA SCHWARTZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Merge provocation, seduction
and beauty, and you will have arrived somewhere between the
magic of makeup artist François
Nars and the wonder of fashion
photographer Steven Klein. The two
visionaries recently came together
to create a line of limited-edition
makeup products for the upcoming
holiday season known as the NARS
x Steven Klein collection. Needless
to say, since the products’ debut in
October, makeup aficionados have
been enchanted.
When it comes to challenging
traditional standards of beauty,
no one has been more adventurous, direct and risque than Klein.
His 28-year-long career began after studying at the Rhode Island
School of Design with a campaign
for Christian Dior in 1985.
It always seems as though Klein
has already done it all, but then he
surprises the world with new and
innovative ideas. Over the course
of his career, he has shot editorials
that expose the dark side of plastic surgery, did a feature of men
wearing high heels and prosthetic
pregnant bellies while representing
androgyny and explored themes of
sexual violence.
His resume also includes shooting the photo that would ultimately
become one of Britney Spears’
most iconic album covers. No one
can forget that Klein developed
with Madonna. Through his unique
and flamboyant style, he has caught
the eye of the one and only Lady
Gaga. “The thing that gets frustrating about fashion is that as a photographer you always want to grab
on to something that reflects what’s
happening in the world, what’s in
the street. You don’t want to just
fabricate these dream lives of these
idealistic Barbie dolls that don’t

even exist anymore,” says Klein. His
employers must agree, giving him
the honor to photograph some of
fashion’s most iconic campaigns.
Klein regularly shoots for an array
of fashion houses—Balenciaga, Alexander Wang, Louis Vuitton, Roberto Cavalli, Chanel, Emporio Armani, Tom Ford, Calvin Klein and
Dolce & Gabanna.
If Klein was converted into a
makeup form, his name would be
NARS. Founded by its namesake,
Nars, in 1994, everything about the
modish brand pushes the limit. The
NARS brand’s idea of sexuality is a
contemporary one. “I like to think
about makeup as a universal thing.
All my life I have been working
closely with the transgender community, putting makeup on boys,
on girls. Make-up translates as a

When it comes to challenging
tranditional standards of
beauty no one has been
more adventerous,
direct and risque than Klein.
His 28-year-long career
began after studying at
the Rhode Island School of
Design with a campaign for
Christian Dior in 1985.
It always seems as
though Klein has already
done it all, but then
he surprises the world with
new and innovative ideas.

universal way to make people look
great, whatever their sex, whatever their race, whatever their age.
I’ve never put up any barrier and
my world has never been limited,”
says Nars.
The brand has always sought
to unite the people and faces that
have defined modern creativity. In
the past, NARS has teamed up with
anchors of innovation like Andy
Warhol and Guy Bourdin. Klein
is no different. “I love his work so
much. I have adored his photographs for years, but he is so much
more than just a fashion photographer—it was an obvious thing to
ask Steven to work with me on this,”
Nars explained.
In June, the two pioneers came
together and threw a hauntedhouse party containing beauty

that was meant to horrify and intimidate. These men that have no
bounds when it comes to creativity,
filling the bash with drag queens,
designers, singers and models.
The Steven Klein X NARS makup
collection was a strong follow up to
the eccentric party. The packaging
reflects the very innovation associated with Klein. Nars and Klein
selected 11 photos from Klein’s archive that best embodied the daring spirit of the 23-piece collection.
The already edgy black packaging
of NARS was further refined with
the addition of Klein’s name onto
the logo in shiny lacquered vinyl
with metal trimming.
The range of lipsticks, glosses,
nail polish, brushes, eye shadow
palettes and blushes combine fantasy and edginess that challenges

the rules of aesthetics by a means
of bold colors that defy normality. The line’s must-haves include
a lip set called “An Abnormal Female,” velvet matte lip pencils and
“Tearjerker.” With the name “Tearjerker,” the fierceness meant to be
provoked through the product is
made clear. Furthermore, The “No
Shame Killer Shine Lipstick,” is a
daring color that is elegant for this
winter season.
“Steven and I don’t like typical beauty. We like very different
types of beauty and this reflects
our taste,” said Nars.
The success of Klein and Nars
come from their collective vision of
the world of art. Their worlds collide in chaos, ultimately meshing
to become one of this year’s most
memorable collaborations.
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Nars and Klein create a new norm with their high pigmented make-up essentials in eye popping metallics and glitter.
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Michael B. Jordan gives
us a new sports classic
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
STAFF WRITER

One of the most memorable
quotes from film’s past is, “One
step. One punch. One round at
a time.” Spoken in the words of
Rocky Balboa, the title character
of the Rocky series, this idea appeared in numerous boxing movies, one of which is the seventh
film in the Rocky franchise.
Balboa has become a beloved
and iconic character in our U.S.
movie lexicon. On Nov. 25, sportsdrama film, Creed, became one
of the top must-watch movies of
the year.
Passed on from father to son,
Adonis “Donny” Creed, played
by Michael B. Jordan, took the
torch after his father’s passing as a
boxing legend.
However, Adonis had never
met his famous father, Apollo
Creed, before. Apollo, the fierce
rival of Balboa who eventually
became his closest friend, was a
heavy-weight champion, who had
passed away before Adonis was
born. In addition to Balboa’s boxing lessons, Adonis spent most
of his youth in foster homes and
detention centers, where he finetuned his boxing skills.
Adopted out of a juvenile detention center by Apollo’s widow Mary Anne, Adonis’ life was
completely transformed from a
life of poverty and struggle to a
luxurious turnaround.
However, Adonis still carried a
heavy weight in his heart as he was
torn between two lives: the search
for his identity between being the
son of Mary Anne and becoming
the prodigy son of a famous boxer
he never met before.
Rather than focusing on his ca-

reer, Adonis would much rather
have spent his leisure time on the
weekends teaching himself boxing in Tijuana slug matches. Mary
Anne did not agree with the idea of
pursuing a boxing career because
it had destroyed her husband.
Relocating to the East Coast,
Adonis attempts to start anew.
From there, he begins to build a
personal relationship to the iconic boxing character of Balboa—
played by none other than the legendary Sylvester Stallone.
Creed spends a lot of time focusing on the idea that working
hard is a foundational principle in
life. There were many scenes that
displayed failure and difficulty in
getting to one’s goal; however, this
film pointed out that a failure is
worth the effort.
Despite his father’s poor decisions, Adonis eventually grew to
mend the bridges he had with his
mother and his late father. Balboa supported and urged Adonis
to let go of the anger and forgive
his family.
Directed by Ryan Coogler,
Creed, leaves the viewers with
deeper insights into life experiences that are different from their
own, or in some cases reminiscent
of their own struggles.
Creed has successfully wooed
its audience, displaying a great
voice of pride, determination and
self-control in the plot. Throughout the seven Rocky films, there
was a transition from angry famous boxer to good-hearted
mentor.
Stallone continuously worked
his way through all these films
and showed what sort of an actor he is, captivating yet another
generation’s attention with the art
of survival.

The Capital is conquered in the The
Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2
BY MAXIM IBADOV
STAFF WRITER

Following the unprecedented
commercial, cultural and critical
success of the Harry Potter franchise, film studios realized that
they have hit the jackpot. They
have discovered a new film niche
that can bring them billions of dollars: movie adaptations of book
series about young adults, who
live in alternative versions of our
world. They believed that every
franchise like Harry Potter would
be successful.
However, the attempts of successfully adapting series like Narnia or Percy Jackson have flopped
so badly, they still leave a bad taste
in viewers’ mouths.
Nevertheless, there was one
particular franchise that, although
did not come close to the success
of Harry Potter, still received universal acclaim: The Hunger Games.
A story of a young Katniss Everdeen, who lives in the dystopian
world called “Panem” and tries to
bring down the autocratic dictatorship, was a very novel and prepossessing material, which initially touched the hearts of millions of
fans around the world.
It instantly became a classic.
Being the modern kid-friendly
version of 20th century dystopian
novels like 1984 and Brave New
World, The Hunger Games has
won its place under the sun primarily due to its originality. The
attempts to repeat the success of
Harry Potter with trilogies like Divergent and The Maze Runner, just
seemed superficial and redundant. Although both franchises
very moderately successful, they
were outshined by The Hunger
Games and eventually fell into the

cultural oblivion.
After four years of anticipation, The Hunger Games came to its
conclusion on Nov. 20, when the
series finale, The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay Part 2, was officially
released in the United States.
The wait was truly anxious and
desperate, which makes it even
worse that the movie is just one
big disappointment.
It is plain boring, anticlimactic
and predictable, unlike the successful book series. Everdeen’s
victory and the destruction of
the regime is being received with
moderate praise from the talk
show audiences being told when
to clap and when to boo. Even
the movie’s most crucial and unexpected scenes and plot twists f
all flat.
The movie’s only somewhatexciting scene is when Everdeen,
Peeta and their team, are running
away from the human-like monsters called “Muds,” and even that
lasts for a couple of moments because the suspense of a cheap horror movie ends when the scene
becomes exceptionally long. Time
and time again, everything just becomes anticlimactic and rapidly,
but not dynamically, declines into
a happy ending, as the characters
always run into pure luck in order
to make it out alive.
With it becoming obvious, it
is clear that somewhat of a happy
ending is not too far in the distance
after three movies of misfortune.
One great aspect of this particular
movie is acting, especially from
the lead, Jennifer Lawrence, and
a surprising antagonist, Julianne
Moore, who have both become
Academy Award winners since
they joined the cast back in 2011.
Moore did a great job of portraying

a two-faced politician, who does
not seek justice, but rather power
and fame.
Lawrence, on the other hand,
brilliantly portrayed her character as the ultimate hero, who
does what is good, despite what
people around her think. She
shows Katniss’ evolution by portraying her as a wiser, more focused and valiant soldier, who has
settled down and will now think
twice before choosing to make a
reckless decision.
Lawrence’s acting has already
proved that Meryl Streep better
watch out. That alone makes the
movie worth watching.
The producers’ decision to
split the final book into two movies might have also impacted the
quality of the storytelling. Not
only has it sabotaged and dragged
out the anticipation, it also distracted the focus from the plot
and the message and most importantly, caused both parts to
seem superfluous.
It would have been more efficient and dynamic for the
Mockingjay book to be told in
one movie, despite its possible
lengthiness. Producers were given
a choice of either quantity or quality, and they favored the former
in order to extend the economic
success of the first two movies:
a parabola of how big money
degrades art.
The idea that such a captivating series, a cultural phenomon,
has come to such a abrubt end
is suprising and slightly saddening. Through the franchise Jennifer Lawerence, Josh Hutcherson,
and, Liam Hemsworth and even
Amandla Stenberg have started
or elevated their careers with
their performances.

Justin makes Beliebers out of listeners with the release of Promise
BY EDWIN MOREL
NEWS EDITOR

Justin Bieber is breaking his
mold of a teenage emotionally
distraught rebel, evolving his skill
into the generational talent he was
always capable of becoming, most
evident in his new album Purpose.
Although he shattered music records and broke 14-year-old hearts
since his emergence from Canada,
Bieber’s presence has been a nuisance for the mass appeal of teenage boys, partially because of his
serial dating and high-pitched
voice. He was swagged out in pop
culture, simultaneously dominating the teenage scene of 2012;
girls could not fathom sitting
10 minutes without bringing up
his name.
Taking time off from music and stepping down from the
spotlight was definitely the path
Bieber needed to take so that Purpose could be authentic and the
production could feel thoroughly
tasteful. With Purpose, he added a
new level of style in the overflowing basket of accomplishments
of his career. It has the juice that
music enthusiasts enjoy and sucks
all listeners into its flow, including the same teenage boys who
made derogatory statements on
Facebook circa Bieber 2012. These
same boys are now sitting in the
dark by themselves appreciating
the evolution.
It is fair to hold Bieber’s past
albums, My World 2.0, Under the
Mistletoe and Believe, as premature
albums, much like Justin Timberlake’s N’Sync persona, because
it was not real music. The talent
was there, but the production was
childish, and a lot of the work was
repetitive and elementary. It was
meant to attract teenage girls.
The problem for Bieber is the
transition to adulthood and at-

tracting an audience that serves his
age and not the shell he once was.
For Timberlake, N’Sync was established as a sexy boy band bound
for a breakup, and Timberlake’s
golden locks were ready for the
spotlight. His transition was easy,
with girls’ hearts throbbing as fast
as men jamming his albums into
their CD players.
Bieber was seen as endearing, however, his rebellious acts
were viewed as egotistical by the
media. Now Bieber is immersed
in the hip-hop scene, hanging out
with trap stars and dabbing with
the disciples of hip-hop and R&B.
Timberlake’s Justified makes you
want to breakdance after a heated
love session with your mate. He
crafts the story of a young Memphis
stud, waiting for you to come out
of the club, drawing you into the
backseat of a taxi with his luscious
flow, loving you in the most sensitive parts of your ear and creating
an incomparable four minutes of
euphonious foreplay.
With Purpose, Bieber hones a
new style, a voice filled with redemption and readiness to prove
himself. It is seductive from the
start but not as hot and heavy as
Timberlake’s album.
Timberlake made listeners melt
in his charm in the beginning of
his album; Bieber was being unapologetic with his flow, demanding that his music be listened to
for its maturity and seductiveness.
He conveys the message smoothly,
with a tight production imploding with house heavy roots and
bass, allowing Bieber’s voice to
soothe your body.
He opens the album with “Mark
My Words,” making an introduction
to his new flow—a hint of Usher’s
Confessions, with a splash of Timberlake’s “Sexy Back” and the rest
something fresh from Bieber. “Love
Yourself” the fifth track on the al-

bum, is an outstanding display of
feelings on Bieber’s behalf.
It provokes emotions to past
relationships
that
exhausted
themselves of piffling arguments.
It is transitional for both the flow
of the album and the growth of
Bieber. The album continues, and
through “Company,” “No Pressure” and “No Sense,” the sexual
motives with faceless women and
a gel of cool that Bieber embodies
come forward.
It is much different from “Sorry”
and “I’ll Show You,” but it supports the legend of Bieber in his
story; he is ripe for the spotlight

and ready to tangle the challenge
of incorporating seductiveness to a
larger audience.
With the level of maturity and
sexual attraction Bieber emulates
in his new album, to say that he is
the next Timberlake is unfair. It is
like the everlasting debate about
whether LeBron James will ever be
as great as Michael Jordan. We all
know how talented both of them
are and their tremendous value to
the NBA, but they play different positions in different eras.
The album could have been better off without some tracks. “All In”
and “Been You,” do not support the

story of self-love and redemption,
as Bieber sings about generic popculture that has been exhausted in
recent years. He falls victim to the
pop-culture syndrome for not writing everything and not fully trusting his instincts.
Nonetheless, it is still great,
with some high-profile features
like legendary hip-hop heavyweight Nas and trap rookie Travis
Scott, who were essential to pulling in more listeners to Bieber’s
announcement.
He is ready to grow and prove
why he matters in the current generation of music.
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Bieber is planning to go on a worldwide tour in the coming year, making a stop at both the Barclays Center in May.
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Science & Technology
Paris hosts 21st United Nations convention on climate change
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Despite the recent attacks in
Paris, France is hosting the 21st
Conference of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change, commonly referred to as
COP21, which hopes to achieve a
new global agreement on the issue
of climate change.
“Current international climate negotiations seeks to catalyze global emissions reductions
through a system of nationally
determined country-level emissions reduction target that would
be regularly updated,” Science
magazine explains.
The event is taking place from
Nov. 30 to Dec. 11, 2015. As of Nov.
30, the official website of the event
stated that 147 Heads of State answered the invitation to the event,
and 40,000 people are expected
to attend, totaling roughly 190
countries represented.
Laurent Fabius was officially
elected president of the conference. Formerly holding the positions of the French Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
President of the National Assembly, he now fulfills the role of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Development.
The actual plan for an agreement on the issue will be presented
by the French President between
Nov. 6 and Nov. 11. The plan will
propose the “terms for continuation of the [climate change effort],
following consultation with [other
parties] and taking into account
the results of the first week.” Once a
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One of 40,000 guests, Laurence Tubiana, pictured above, was nominated as a Special Representative for COP21.
draft of an agreement is complete,
its text will be presented in Arabic,
Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish in order to ensure
that there is no misunderstanding among the leaders voting on
the issue.
While the agreement will not
be officially signed until early
2016, it is planned to be adopted
on Dec. 11.
According to COP21’s website,
170 countries published their own
Intended National Determined
Contribution, or the nation’s plan
to decrease greenhouse gas emission and slow down global warning, prior to the conference. The
first “synthesis report” was published by the UN on Oct. 30.

For the countries that submitted their INDCs, the United States
aims to reduce emissions to 26 percent to 28 percent of the 2005 emission levels by 2025. China plans
that its emission levels will peak
by 2030, and the country plans to
raise its use of non-fossil fuels to
20 percent of the nation’s primary
energy consumption.
One of the main goals of the
conference is an agreement that
would bond all sides to keep global
warming below two degrees Celsius, or 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit.
“[G]lobal warming of more that
[two degrees Celsius] would have
serious consequences, such as an
increase in the number of extreme
climate events,” COP21’s website

states. “To reach this target, climate
experts estimate that global greenhouse gas emission needs to be reduced by 40 percent to 70 percent
by 5050 and that carbon neutrality
needs to be reached by the end of
the century.”
But, as Science emphasizes, the
aforementioned INDCs present
plans that do not reach beyond
2025 or 2030. In order to curb climate change and slow down the
rise of global temperatures, one
must understand that these plans
alone will not solve the problem,
and the next conferences must
push for efforts that would last until
the end of the century.
Science published a study assessing the possible success or fail-

ure of the plan.
“Our analysis indicates that the
INDCs deliver improvements for
both objectives—both reducing
the probability of the worst levels
of temperature change to 2100 and
increasing the probability of limiting global warming,” Science asserts.
Unfortunately, this does not
mean that keeping global warming
below two degrees will be accomplished with an agreement made at
the conference. While it does propose a strong chance that the goal
will be accomplished, success of
the plan largely depends on the efforts made later in the century. On
the positive side, any plan is likely
to keep global warming below
four degrees.
The nations involved are also
planning to continue raising $100
billion a year by 2020. The plan,
originally agreed upon in the 2009
and 2010 conferences, is meant
to help less developed countries
deal with the side effects of global
warming and climate change. As
international banks continue to
pledge more funds to the effort, the
$100 billion goal now seems to be
within reach.
Overall, it is important to remember that the issue of climate
change must be a global effort. If
world leaders do not create a solid
plan, temperatures will rise. Sea
levels will climb, creating a risk for
cities located in low grounds, such
as Miami or New York City. Food
will become much harder to grow
and water sources may dry out
faster, making life harder for the
generations to come.

Youth violence and youth bullying more prominent in poor nations
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
STAFF WRITER

Youth violence and youth bullying are factors that undermine
a country’s economic wealth and
social development—the factors being particularly prominent in poorer countries—new
research reveals.
The study, conducted by Frank
Elgar, a professor at the Institute for
Health and Social Policy at McGill
University, used two international
school-based surveys to gather
data on rates of bullying and physical fighting within the schools located in 79 different countries.
Published in The Journal of Adolescent Health, the study focused
on the bully victimization, defined
as a repeated physical or verbal aggression between two peers with a
definitive power imbalance, and a
child’s record of frequent physical
fighting where four or more fighting incidents were recorded. Over
330,000 children ages 11 to 16 were
focused upon for this research,
making it the largest international study on youth violence and
bullying ever recorded.
Elgar and his McGill colleagues
found that, around the globe, approximately 30 percent of adolescents reported being the target of
bullying in the past month. Furthermore, 10.7 percent of males
and 2.7 percent of females worldwide reported four or more episodes of physical fighting in the
past year, with the United States
having an average of 8.4 percent of
males and 3.9 percent of females
having frequent physical fights.
European countries proved
to have the lowest rates of youth
fighting and youth bullying, with
only 4.1 percent of males and 1.1
percent of females engaging in frequent fighting activity and only 12.4
percent of males and 8.7 percent

of females engaging in repeated
bullying of other children.
For both males and females,
bullying was more common in Africa than in Europe or the countries in the Eastern Mediterranean.
However, the statistics proved different for fighting. In Eastern Mediterranean countries, the percentage for children engaging in physical fighting proved higher than the
percentage in Southeast Asia.
The researchers then compared
the economic standings of each
country with their rates of youth
violence and youth bullying. The
per capita annual income of the
countries researched in the study
had a broad range, from Malawi’s
$680 annual per capita income to
Luxembourg’s $55,030 annual per
capita income. According to the
World Bank classifications, there
were 31 high-income countries, 27
upper-middle income countries,
14 lower-middle income countries
and seven low-income countries
involved in the data of the study.
The differences between bullying within countries proved to
be connected to a country’s overall wealth, but not to the inequality between socioeconomic classes
within the country. Higher rates of
bullying and youth violence were
found in countries with lower economic world status, while more
affluent countries had less youth
violence overall.
However, Elgar and his team
asserted that youth bullying and
physical fighting could be reduced through the power of
the government.
“Bullying and physical fighting
are far more prevalent in poorer
countries,” said Elgar. “However, we
found that in wealthy but unequal
countries, physical fighting may be
reduced through greater government investment in education.”
The study revealed that physi-
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In the United States, an average of 8.4 percent of males and 3.9 percent of females have frequent physical ﬁghts.
cal fighting among the youth decreased in countries where government spending on youth education
and youth programming was high.
Elgar and his team suggested that
while more research must be conducted, youth education might
be the key to decreasing youth
bullying and violence.
Youth violence is contributed
to by a myriad of factors, including
the cultural attitude surrounding
violence and a country’s governmental polices toward violence
that trickles down to the youth of
that country. The study admits that
in looking at the data, it excluded
the extremely varied differences
between the cultural, social and
historical backgrounds of each of
the 79 countries that participated
in the study.
Data from the World Health
Organization—an
organization
whose data helped contribute to

this study—argues that education
that targets children’s and adolescents’ preconceived notions of
what counts as “appropriate” behavior toward others may help end
bullying. Whether this education
may come as “edutainment”—the
combining of education and television, books or shows to promote
learning—or as a campaign ran by
the local schools, community or
government, there are many routes
to take in preventing bullying and
youth violence.
However, bullying and youth
violence are complex issues. Studies done by the WHO also revealed
that while education and youth
programming may stop one facet
of youth bullying, such as physical
violence, it will not stop all facets,
like verbal aggression.
Cultural and historical influences are important in understanding
where bullying and aggression can

stem from, relating back to a country’s wealth and status among other
countries around the globe. Education and government outreach is
key when it comes to helping end
youth violence and youth bullying,
but there is still contention on how
to execute those plans.
While there are many ways
that one may try to end youth violence, there is no one effective
way, though a combined effort between national government policy,
schools, the community at large
and the students themselves can
help achieve the common goal of
stopping violence and bullying.
Elgar ended the study with a call
to find “more robust information”
on how public policy can influence
youth violence, and what courses
of action must be taken by the government to help prevent violence
and bullying within schools and
within a country’s youth culture.
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Holiday shopping guide: purchasing gifts for tech enthusiasts
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
If you know someone into rocks,
crystals or elemental trinkets,
then consider buying them pure
gallium metal.
This metal is used commercially
as a semiconductor but can also
make a great gift. Gallium metal
has a melting point slightly above
room temperature, causing it to
melt in one’s hand. Gallium metal
is one of the only non-toxic metals to exist in liquid form at or near
room temperature. It also has the
unique property of having an extremely high boiling point, making
it incredibly stable. There is also no
risk of having to worry about the
gallium losing mass.
Fifteen grams of 99.99 percent
pure gallium can be purchased for
roughly $12 on Amazon, along with
other popular sites.
If you are trying to buy a gift for
someone who is into photography
but do not have the capital to afford
any real photography gear, consider buying them a camera-shaped
USB drive.
Currently selling on Photojojo for $20, the mini camera USB
boasts 8GB of memory. The camera
is a detailed miniature replica of a
digital single-lens reflex camera,
two inches wide and one-and-aquarter inches tall. Like a DSLR, the
lens detaches, revealing the USB.
This is a great and affordable gift for
anyone into photography.
Photojojo also sells a “Touch
Tonic” for winter gloves that do not
work with touch screens. This simple liquid can be painted onto any
glove fingertips to allow the user
to interact with his or her device’s
touch screen without having to buy
new touch screen gloves. The liquid
sells for around $20 on Photojojo
and other websites.
For those who have a smartphone, a waterproof phone case

could be an excellent gift. These
cases not only offer protection from
the elements, but can also allow
the user to take underwater photos with their smart phone. LifeProof water resistant cases sell for
around $40.
If that is beyond the budget, JOTO sells a waterproof case
bag that can fit almost any smart
phone. The case bag sells for $20 on
Amazon, but at the sale price, can
be bought for only $8.99. This is an
excellent option for anyone looking for extra protection for a smartphone because a phone with a case
already on it can fit comfortably in
the element resistant pouch. JOTO
calls the case “waterproof, snowproof, and dirtproof.”
Within the realm of affordability
falls the Amazon Fire TV Stick. This
small device connects to a user’s
TV and allows them to stream content directly to their TV. According
to Amazon, “[The Fire TV Stick is]
an easy way to enjoy over 250,000
TV episodes and movies on Netflix,
Amazon Video, HBO GO, and Hulu,
plus games, music, and more.”
The Fire TV also has the capability to stream live TV content
through a cable provider. It sells
for $40 on Amazon, compared to
Apple’s Apple TV, which sells for
around $70, but does virtually the
same thing.
If you have a bit more money
to spend, and the person you are
shopping for has one of Samsung’s
newer smartphones, the Samsung
Gear VR is an awesome gift idea.
Samsung’s virtual reality headset was designed in partnership
with Facebook’s Oculus. The headset is compatible with the Galaxy
S6, S6 edge, S6 edge+ or Note 5
phone. These phones all have builtin VR settings that allow the user to
watch movies from a virtual movie
theater, take virtual airplane tours
and play various VR games. Ocu-
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A miniature, working model of the BB-8 droid, pictured above, is a great gift option for Star Wars fans, selling at $149.99.
lus and Samsung have a library of
virtual reality applications. VR is an
emerging field, and the Samsung
Gear VR headset will allow the user
to get an early taste of what is yet
to come.
The NBA has also been developing an application that will allow users to view live NBA games
through a VR interface. This new
technology can be bought for $99
dollars as long as the person has
one of the above Samsung devices.
If you know someone into gaming, there are numerous titles that
have just arrived on shelves. Fallout 4, the post-apocalyptic RPG,
sold 12 million copies in the first 24
hours of sale. Other new and popular titles include Black Ops III, Star
Wars: Battlefront, Halo 5 and Assassin’s Creed Syndicate.
Fallout 4 is likely to be one of the

most popular games of the year. The
game’s story is well-written while
still leaving enough space for the
player to make their own choices.
Even though the game is classified
as an RPG, it is still a fairly clean
first-person shooter experience.
Star Wars: Battlefront is a fantastic game for Star Wars fans. It
is the first Star Wars shooter game
to come out in 10 years. But if one
took out the Star Wars element, the
game would not be as interesting
as it was.
For fans of the Assassin’s Creed
series, Syndicate is almost like a return to grace. With a review of nine
out of 10 on Steam and GameSpot,
the game is likely to be anice gift for
fans of the franchise.
For any Star Wars fans, a miniature, working model of the BB-8
droid is a great gift option. For the

new Star Wars movie, Disney partnered with Sphero, a robotics company, to create a working BB-8 for
use in filming. The droid is featured
heavily in the movie trailers and
has become a notorious symbol of
the movie.
The companies have released a
miniature toy version of the droid,
which can be controlled via Bluetooth using an app for IOS and
Android devices. The droid can be
either driven directly from the app
or set on “patrol mode” where it
will self-navigate around an area,
detecting obstacles in its way. It is
anticipated to be one of the hottest
selling toys this holiday season. The
droid is purchasable from Sphero.
com, Amazon, the Apple Store,
Barnes & Noble, Best Buy, the Disney Store and Marbles the Brain
Store for $149.99.
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Sports
Baruch topples FDU-Florham, picks up third win of the season
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

Despite a moderate 3-3 record to begin the season, the Baruch College men’s basketball
team has shown early glimpses
of what is to come with its thrilling young roster. Although the
Bearcats have had their share of
mishaps during the early stretch,
they somehow always seem to
get back up even when things are
not going their way. After a set of
tough losses at the Marlin Tip-Off
tournament, the team bounced
back on the road against Fairleigh Dickinson University with a
75-63 victory.
“We were disappointed coming
back empty handed from Virginia;
however, we played two very good
teams and that will help us down
the road,” said head coach John
Alesi. “As for FDU, it was nice to
play well early and get a good effort
from so many guys and to build a
good first half lead. We knew that
they would make some kind of a
run in the second half, but for the
most part we kept our poise and
were able to put it away.”
Five Bearcats scored in double
figures and the team’s bench combined for a total of 33 points. Raymond De La Cruz and Doyin Isaac
both came off the bench to score 15
and 14 points, respectively.
Baruch had a quiet start, scoring only two points through the first
three minutes of the game. Soon after, however, the Bearcats picked up
the tempo to open up the scoring
and finish the first half ahead with
the score of 41-26. The Bearcats
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Isaac provided a spark oﬀ the bench against FDU-Florham, scoring 14 points and dishing out ﬁve assists in the contest.
held their largest lead of the half17 points-after Isaac converted his
own offensive rebound into a layup
with 51 seconds remaining. William Sixsmith, the freshman from
Plainview, New York, got his first
start as a Bearcat and led all scorers
at the break with 12 points.
The Devils shot poorly from the
field, sinking only 27.8 percent of
their shots in the first half. However, on the night when the offense
was struggling, the defense showed

up and prevented the game from
getting out of hand. The Devils
notched 14 steals and caused Baruch to commit 20 turnovers in the
game. The Bearcats made up for
their shoddy ball handling by doing
a better job on the defensive glass,
outrebounding the Devils 47-31.
Chimaechi Ekekeugbor was a
dominating presence in the paint
and racked up a total of 16 rebounds to add to his 14 points on
6-of-9 shooting.

Galloway contributing to rising Knicks
BY STEVEN TSAKANIKAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As the New York Knicks continue their moderately successful
start to the 2015-16 NBA season,
one player has proven he is NBAworthy, and the back of his jersey
does not read “PORZINGIS.”
After going undrafted out of
St. Joseph’s University in Pennsylvania, Langston Galloway
joined the Knicks’ 2014 Summer
League squad and certainly raised
some eyebrows. He was waived
just a few days before the regular
season and was assigned to the
Westchester Knicks, New York’s
D-League affiliate.
In the county just north of New
York City, Galloway shined, averaging 16 points, six rebounds
and three assists per game during the Westchester Knicks’ inaugural season. On Jan. 7, Galloway became the first call-up
in franchise history where he
signed a 10-day contract with the
professional squad.
The Louisiana native continued to impress in the NBA with
numerous clutch shots, highlight
dunks and natural leadership en
route to a two-year contract and a
permanent spot in Derek Fisher’s
erratic rotation. The 6-foot-2-inch
point guard passed up guaranteed
money in Europe to play in the
D-League, hoping for a chance to
play in the NBA, and when he got
that opportunity, he took full advantage of it.
Fast forward to December
2015, and Galloway is one of the
best three-point shooters-percentage-wise-in the entire league.
As of Dec. 1, his .450 field goal
percentage from behind the arc is
the twelfth best among qualified
players, and it puts him superior
to names like Stephen Curry and
Kyle Korver who have .455 and
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Since signing with the Knicks on September 2014, Galloway has gone from an
unknown D-league player to a key contributer in the Knicks’ rotation.
.432 shooting percentages from
beyond the arc, respectively.
Galloway’s style of play is one
that will not go out of style anytime soon. A hustling, hard-nosed
player who is an above-average
shooter should be a nice addition
to this roster for the near future,
especially considering how teamfriendly his contract is: two years
for $1 million. He will never be the
star player of the team or even a legitimate starter, but his dedication
to the game he loves has brought
him to new heights among all the
skyscrapers of New York.
Galloway has embraced New
York, taking full advantage of its
resources and opportunities. As

recently as Thanksgiving, he visited a local McDonald’s where
he brought meals to the families
of cancer patients. Galloway also
started a new tradition in Harlem
called the “Thanksgiving Fiesta,”
during which he distributes food
to the less fortunate.
While we may never know how
many minutes each Knickerbocker plays every night under Fisher,
we do know that Galloway will
always be one of the first guards
off the bench. And when he does
come in the game, we can expect
hustle, heart and leadership: attributes every New Yorker needs to
possess in order to be successful
in the city that never sleeps.

In the second half, with the score
68-55 and just over three minutes
remaining in the game, Baruch was
merely a few defensive stops away
from securing a victory. However,
the Devils did not go away quietly
and made a late rally, cutting their
deficit to pull within six points of
the Bearcats. The 8-1 run only took
1:35 off the clock, which gave the
Devils an opportunity to make a
comeback. The Bearcats turned
the ball over and Derek Leohner

hoisted a desperation three-pointer that, if successful, could have
made it a one-possession game.
Leohner’s shot bounced off the
rim and after a missed put back,
Ekekeugbor snatched the defensive
rebound and returned the possession to the Bearcats. With no choice
but to foul, the Devils sent Isaac to
the charity stripe, followed by De
La Cruz and Ethan Hamlett after
the Devils missed several shots on
their last few possessions. Baruch
converted 6-6 free throws down the
stretch to close out the game and
deliver the Devils their fourth loss
of the season.
The current roster still has a long
way to go if they want to reach the
same success as last year’s team,
which won the CUNYAC championship with a 21-7 overall record.
However, for Alesi and the rest of
his guys, this season is about finding a new identity and playing
well together. “We really don’t talk
much about last year’s success because this is a totally different team,”
said Alesi. “We are a work in progress but there have been encouraging things so far. We are such a
young group and our returners are
in different roles than in the past
so we are just trying to get better
each day.”
With six of their next seven matchups against CUNYAC
schools, the Bearcats will have a
chance to have an impact in the
conference standings. Baruch will
kick-off the new month against
Hunter College on Friday, Dec. 4,
followed by a home game against
the College of Staten Island Dolphins on Tuesday, Dec. 8.
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Redskins stir up NFC East as underwhelming Giants fall short
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER

Not so fast, Giants fans! After being atop of the NFC East for nearly
half the season, Big Blue relinquished their divisional lead in disgraceful fashion to the Washington
Redskins. Right from the start, the
Giants appeared flat on all sides of
the ball, and despite a late game
surge, the Redskins came out on
top of the 20-14 decision.
Earlier this season, the Giants
seemed to be gaining momentum,
entering the bye week after nearly
beating the then-undefeated New
England Patriots. On the other
hand, the Redskins were coming
off their worst loss in their already
dismal season, beaten into submission by Cam Newton and the
elite Carolina Panthers defense. All
the while, many were preparing to
close the door on the Philadelphia
Eagles and Dallas Cowboys 201516 campaign after both teams suffered crushing Thanksgiving Day
losses by a combined total of 78
points. Both teams were without
their starting quarterbacks; following their match, the Cowboys
announced that Tony Romo would
miss the rest of the season with a
reccurring collarbone injury.
Entering Sunday’s matchup
at the Redskins’ FedEx Field in
Landover, Maryland, the Giants’
task was clear cut: engineer a win
against Washington in order to gain
a demanding lead against the rest
of the division. Instead, the G-men
struck out early, matching overall
records with the Redskins and surrendering the divisional lead by
means of a divisional record tiebreaker. Even worse, the Giants debacle yet again channeled life into
the Cowboys’ and Eagles’ seasons.
With five games remaining in the
season, the division is up for grabs
as all four teams have a chance to

become NFC East champions.
The first quarter was especially
disheartening for the Giants’ faithful, as two offensive drives ended
in disastrous interceptions for Big
Blue. The first occurred during the
Giants’ first offensive series, when
a routine dump-off to running
back Shane Vereen was bobbled
into the air before falling into the
arms of Redskins’ linebacker Perry
Riley. Shortly after, a sideline pass
to receiver Dwayne Harris resulted
in the second interception; a huge
hit from Redskins safety Kyshoen
Jarrett dislodged the ball from Harris’ grasp. The woes continued in
the third quarter as the Giants’ first
promising offensive drive ended
with an interception inside the end
zone, as a lazy route ran by veteran
receiver Rueben Randle allowed
rookie receiver-turned-cornerback
Quinton Dunbar to step in front of
the pass and deny the Giants their
first score. Randle was benched for
the poor play, although he returned
later on in the game and scored the
Giants’ first touchdown on a fourth
down pass good for 40 yards.
The Giants offense made a lategame push, scoring two fourth
quarter touchdowns and calling
for an interesting end to a rather
lackluster outing. The second
touchdown was a sensational, onehanded diving grab in the end zone
by star receiver Odell Beckham
Jr. The second-year pass catcher
continues to make unbelievable
catches along with tremendous
athletic displays, already putting
Beckham into the conversation
for best receiver in the league. Eli
Manning completed just 26 of 51
pass attempts, accounting for 321
yards, two touchdowns and three
interceptions. Once considered
the most clutch quarterback in
the game, Manning’s attempt to
steal a late game victory from the
unsuspecting Redskins’ defense
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In Week 12, Manning threw a season-high three interceptions against a rising Redskin defense that looks to take over the division.
was squandered after the Giants
ran out of timeouts with less than
a minute remaining in the game.
Too deep in their own half of the
field, the Giants abandoned a desperation pass attempt in favor of an
ultimately unsuccessful catch and
lateral technique.
Even more concerning than
the inefficient Giants’ offense was
the completely dysfunctional defense. Granted, the defense was
held on the field more than would
be ideal, due to short and unsuccessful offensive drives, they did
little to help the cause nonetheless,
gifting a field day to the otherwise
struggling Redskins’ quarterback,
Kirk Cousins. Early in the second
quarter, Cousins launched a long
ball way over the heads of the Gi-

ants’ defensive backs as long time
Giants’ foe Desean Jackson torched
Jayron Hosley for a 63-yard touchdown. Furthermore, the Giants
were definitively manhandled on
nearly all third-down conversions
by the Redskins’ two-headed battering ram of running back Alfred
Morris and tight end Jordan Reed.
Overall, the Giants’ defense continued this season’s status quo, struggling to achieve any form of consistency each week with an unpredictable defensive effort.
As for the NFC East championship race, time is running out for
the Giants to straighten their act.
The Giants have five matchups
remaining with the majority of
them against sub-par opponents.
Additionally, three out of the five

remaining Redskins’ games are
against the Eagles and Cowboys,
who will be competing hard for
their own bid at the division championship. Nevertheless, Big Blue
continues to prove over and over
again why there is no such thing as
a guaranteed win in the NFL. Big
Blue signed veteran receiver Hakeem Nicks this past week, but the
former No. 1 target for Manning is
yet to re-establish himself in the
starting lineup. Additionally, the
anticipated spark to the defense,
expected from embattled defensive
end Jason Pierre-Paul, has yet to
debut. If the Giants wish to sustain
a playoff push, they will rely primarily on consistency within the
offense and defense anchored by
these household Giants names.

Bryant announces retirement, closes out career in purple and gold
BY OMER SEMAN
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Nov. 29, Kobe Bryant sent out a tweet at 6:50 p.m.
Eastern time, just hours before his
Los Angeles Lakers hosted the Indiana Pacers at the Staples Center.
It linked to an article posted on The
Players’ Tribune, a site designed
to give current and former athletes a first-person forum to speak
their mind, directly to fans with
fewer clichés and more substantive material than what is generally
heard in post-game interviews and
press conferences. The title read
like the opening of a letter, “Dear
Basketball.” The accompanying
blac-and-white photograph of Bryant benched with his lips pressed
against a basketball indicated readers would have a chance to eavesdrop on Bryant’s conversation with
the love of his life: basketball. This
set the tone for a retirement announcement like no other.
It was less an article on a website and more a poem ripped from
his diary. Whenever Bryant referred to himself in the poem, it was
through the lens of his six-year-old
self, the age at which he first fell in
love with the game. He detailed the
sacrifice and the pain endured, not
for the fans or the money, but all
for basketball: “Because that’s what
you do / When someone makes
you feel as / Alive as you’ve made
me feel.” Bryant said his heart and
mind are willing and able to fight
through the struggle, but confessed
his 37-year-old body cannot bear
the load. He concluded by bringing
the reader back to his childhood,
when he would roll up socks into a
ball, aim at a garbage bin and count
down to the buzzer-beating shot,
an act later mimicked for years by
kids shouting out “Kobe!” as to imitate their hero draining the gamewinning basket.

Of course, Bryant breathes life
into a game with as much passion
as a Shakespearean sonnet, because Bryant does not have an off
button. Like his and many players’
idol, Michael Jordan, The Black
Mamba has been relentless in his
pursuit of perfection, from badgering teammates in practice and in
games to demanding to be traded
away from the Lakers in 2007. Irreconcilable differences between Shaquille O’Neal, with whom he won
three championships from 2000
to 2002, and Laker management
kept them from potentially winning more rings with each other in
Los Angeles.
The most polarizing point of his
life came in July 2003 when he was
arrested in Colorado after allegedly
raping a hotel employee. A 24-yearold Bryant sat in front of reporters,
gripped his wife’s hand and admitted to a sexual encounter with the

woman, yet insisted it was consensual. Bryant faced potential life in
prison, but a judge later dismissed
the sexual assault charges, because
the accuser did not want to testify
in court. The two ultimately settled
a civil suit out of court in 2004 under undisclosed terms and Bryant
publicly apologized for the ordeal,
although he repeated his assertion
that it was a consensual encounter.
It tarnished a once spotless image
and may have left many fans unable to cheer for their former hero.
As time passed, Bryant and
his fans were vindicated as he secured two additional titles without The Big Aristotle and a league
MVP award to boot. A propensity to shoot his way out of a cold
streak caused some to label him a
ball hog, though his career average of nearly five assists per game
weakens that assertion. His peaks
were nearly unrivaled but a high

workload led to injuries, each more
punishing than the last. Beginning
the 2015-2016 campaign with a career-low shooting percentage and
uncharacteristic declarations like
“I freaking suck,” Bryant prompted
many to ask when, not if, he would
announce his last hurrah.
If the poem was a glimpse
into Bryant’s mentality as he approached retirement, the postgame press conference on Nov. 29,
was a deep dive into his psyche.
Early on, he flat out admitted, “I
don’t want to do this anymore ...
and I’m okay with that,” referring
to having to gear up to play week in
and week out. He laughed throughout the Q&A, candidly speaking
about the regimen he withstands
just to not play poorly. He said he
entered this season knowing it
would be his last unless something
turned for the best. When asked at
what point he realized this was the
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The ﬁve-time NBA champion and 17-time All-Star announced his retirement in his 20th season in the league.

end, he explained his meditation
process: “My mind starts drifting—
it always drifted towards basketball, always. Always. It doesn’t do
that now.”
The self-aware, calm, sincere
demeanor exhibited during the
back-and-forth reflected Bryant’s
evolution from the effervescent
“No. 8 jersey” Bryant in his first 10
seasons to the outspoken “No. 24
jersey” Bryant who could beat anyone with confidence alone. Bryant
rejected the notion of quitting during the season because as he sees it,
“There’s so much beauty in the pain
of this thing.” He used the word
“love” most often when talking
about storytelling, creatively inspiring and educating others, and referenced working on Kobe Bryant’s
Muse, his auto-documentary that
was released this past February,
chronicling his life from childhood
to present day. What he appreciated the most were the messages
from current NBA stars thanking
him for imparting wisdom upon
them; the respect he received from
his peers meant more to him than
any other accolades.
With Jordan and Bryant, just
the two syllables in their names
are enough for both legendary
figures to evoke agony and elation, admiration and envy, all in
the same breath. Jordan inspired
a generation of ballers to attack
each obstacle impeding their path
to greatness, whether it is tall guys
in shorts on a basketball court or
personal vices and demons. Bryant
not only took MJ’s lesson to heart,
but he also blossomed into the one
player most comparable to Jordan
in terms of style and temperamentfor better and for worse.
He poured soul onto the court,
and even in his current diminished
form, carries himself with a level of
comfort and gratitude knowing this
is the end.
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ACROSS

1. C in ROTC
6. A Bartholomew Cubbins
accessory
9. From a great distance
13. Dickens’s Heep
14. Credit card acronym
15. Falstaﬃan in body
16. One with lowest voice
17. South Paciﬁc welcome
18. Capital territory of
India
19. *Escaped Mexican
drug lord
21. *Formerly Bruce
23. This is well if it ends
well
24. Make over
25. Public health
promoting org.
28. “____ and sound”
30. Brilliant or magniﬁcent
35. Fast time
37. Australian palm
39. Sometimes done to a
relationship
40. Medley
41. *Presidential candidate
and celebrity
43. Printing unit
44. Mandarin’s
headquarters
46. ____ crazy

JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free
DOUBLE IT!
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
MITSUI & COMPANY (USA) FORUM: INTERNATIONAL BANKING
12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m. | Newman Library H-750 | Free
MOVIE N’ MIXER EVENT
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
BREAK TIME
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
C.A.C. GENERAL INTEREST MOVIE NIGHT SPECIAL
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
JINGLE WITH UNICEF AT BARUCH
12:20 p.m.-3:25 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
DELTA SIGMA PI PRESENTS: MARKETING AGENCY PANEL
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m | VC 3-215 | Free
FUSION’S WINTER GALA
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 1-107 | Free

47. Gulf War missile
48. Based on two
50. Change to copy
52. Give it a go
53. Wine and cheese
descriptor
55. Jersey call
57. *He visited U.S. with
great fanfare
61. *New late night host
65. Hawaiian veranda
66. *____ Paul teamed
with Rihanna and Kanye
68. Madagascar primate
69. Set straight
70. ____ you sure?
71. Like one of eight in
college basketball
72. Phoenix suburb
73. Swerve
74. Scatterbrained

DOWN
1. 27 to 3
2. Kind of account
3. Reduced Instruction Set
Computer
4. Turkish bigwig
5. Sandbanks
6. Beyonce’s 2008 hit
7. Tarzan’s adoptive mom
8. Jiﬀy or instant
9. Lend a criminal hand

10. Succumbed to gravity
11. Zombie’s skin color
12. Bit attachment
15. Unequivocally
detestable
20. Manufacturing site
22. Online pop-ups
24. Reckoned
25. *Major ﬁght winner
26. Flying nuisance
27. True inner self
29. Evergreen trees
31. Livens up
32. Give a boot
33. Happen again
34. *Deﬂategate star
36. Three-____ sloth
38. In the middle of
42. Best of its kind
45. One of B-vitamins
49. Computer-generated
imagery
51. What the bell did?
54. English homework
56. Plural of obelus
57. Kind of drumbeat
58. Respiratory rattling
59. Black tropical cuckoo
60. Hindu serpent deity
61. *They went down with
the El Faro
62. Discharge
63. Tracks after rain
64. *Stephen Curry was a
master at hitting this shot
67. Easter Rising product

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

MEN’S BASKETBALL: BARUCH VS. YORK COLLEGE (NY)
7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC B2 Level - Main Gym | Free

ISSUE 11

DOUBLE IT!
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
DOUBLE IT!
8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
NEW YORK FLUTE CLUB PRESENTS CHRISTINA SMITH
5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. | BPAC | $15 with Student ID
DOUBLE IT!
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

FUN FACT

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC

ON-CAMPUS RECRUITING

“A rule to always remember when applying to anything in life, is to start early! This rule

53 unique companies participated in the spring 2015

deﬁnitely applies when searching for a winter opportunity. Tap into your network, utilize

On-Campus Recruiting program and conducted almost

LinkedIn, and take advantage of living in such a big city like New York City!

800 interviews on campus for 38 full time positions and
105 internships. Complete the OCR workshop or the OCR
--MICHELLE SHEU

tutorial on our website at baruch.cuny.edu/careers.

PEER FOR CAREER

SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

EVENTS

COOPERKATZ & COMPANY

Creating Your Ad Hoc
Tuesday, December 8th, 12:30-2:00 p.m., VC 2-190

Are you excited to start your career as a graphic designer?

Learn how to make your own major through the Weissman
School at this workshop.

Making the Transition – Students to Professionals
Tuesday, December 8th, 12:30-2:15 p.m., VC 3-160

Attend to ﬁnd out how to navigate your new workplace with
professionalism and eloquence.

Resume Rush,
Tuesday, February 2nd, 12:30-4:30 p.m., SCDC

Prepare for the Career Fair by getting your resume reviewed with
SCDC counselors.

Spring Undergraduate Job and Internship Fair
Friday, February 5th, 12:00-4:00 p.m., Main Gym

Meet with 70+ employers with job and internship opportunities
for all majors.

CooperKatz & Company
might be just the place for
your Spring 2016 internship. We are looking for a
hard-working, high-energy
individual to join us for a
paid internship, starting in
January 2016. They must be
proﬁcient in Adobe InDesign, Illustrator and Photoshop, Microsoft PowerPoint,
and working knowledge of
Keynote and Video Editing
Software is a plus. For Spring
Interns:
Approximately
15 to 20 hours per week
is preferred.

We are ﬂexible and will
work to coordinate hours
with school schedules.
A graphic design internship at CooperKatz aﬀords
you the chance to work with
many diﬀerent types of clients whose needs range
from logos, ads and presentations to collateral materials, annual reports, custom
infographics and videos.
We value each and every
member of our team and
give everyone a seat at the
table and a chance to make
an impact. We invite you to

consider joining us to learn
about CooperKatz!
To Apply: Email qualiﬁcations via cover letter
and resume to internship@
cooperkatz.com. Please indicate “Spring 2016 Design Internship” in the subject line.
Portfolio samples must be
included as a PDF document
with no more than 5 pages.
This paid position is open to
sophomores and above.
For more information,
visit STARRSearch with job ID
85079.

